Oregon Historic Site Record

LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME

address: 1006 Penn Ave historic name: La Grande Carnegie Library
La Grande, Union County current/other names: Union County Art and Culture Center
assoc addresses: block/lot/tax lot:
location descr: twnshp/rng/sect/qtr sect: 3S 38E 8
PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
resource type: Building height (stories): 1.0 total elig resources: 1 total inelig resources:
elig evaluation: eligible/significant NR Status: Individually Listed
prim constr date: 1913 second date: date indiv listed: 06/17/2026
primary orig use: Library orig use comments:
second orig use:
primary style: Classical Revival: other prim style comments:
secondary style: sec style comments:
primary siding: Standard Brick siding comments:
secondary siding:
plan type: Rectangular Block architect: Bunting & Block
builder: Rush, George H.
comments/notes:
GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS

Not associated with any surveys or groupings.

SHPO INFORMATION FOR THIS PROPERTY

NR date listed:  06/17/2026 106 Project(s): None
ILS survey date: Spe_cial Assess None
RLS survey Project(s):
date: Fed_eral Tax None
Gen file date:  10/21/2009 Project(s):

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

(Includes expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings and alterations)

Completed in 1913,1 the La Grande Carnegie Library is located at 1006 Penn Avenue a few blocks west of downtown La Grande and a few blocks north of Eastern
Oregon University in Union County, Oregon. The twentieth-century Classical Revival building exemplifies the Carnegie Library typology. The onestory, rectangular brick
building features a raised basement and a symmetrical front fagade with exterior stairs leading from the street level to a centered entrance. Exterior decorative features
are concentrated on the main entrance surround, which is elaborated by a pediment supported by brick and wood pilasters, with a frieze above. There are modillions at
the molded cornice. Concrete accents and soldier courses provide decorative treatments to exterior brick wall surfaces. Fenestration consists of doublehung
one-over-one wood sash placed high on main level walls to provide interior space for bookshelves, with taller one-over-one windows on the south (rear) fagade and
shorter one-over-one windows at the basement level. Interior stairs lead up from the entrance vestibule to the main circulation area with large reading rooms on either
side. The original open plan of the main level has been retained except for replacement of the circulation desk with a gift shop enclosed by partial-height, glass-topped
walls. Original finishes include plaster walls and brick fireplaces; original finished wood features including interior columns, door and window surrounds, wood-sash
windows, and baseboards have been retained but are painted. The basement level retains its original layout with a hallway leading to what was originally the large
meeting room (later the children’s library) with original fireplace and several smaller rooms. Alterations to the building include the removal of the circulation desk and
built-in bookshelves, installation of partial-height walls around the new giftshop, addition of interior structural posts and ceiling beams, installation of new light fixtures,
reconfiguration of the exterior stairs, and replacement of the original exterior doors at the main entrance. The building retains historic integrity through the retention of
most of its original character-defining features from the period of significance.

HISTORY

(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period - preferably to the present)

The La Grande Carnegie Library meets the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) threshold for significance at the local level under Criterion A in the area of
Education. It also meets the threshold for significance at the local level under Criterion C in the area of Architecture. In the area of Education, the free public library
represents La Grande’s dedication to accessible information and education. The La Grande Carnegie Library was developed after years of effort by active citizens who
believed that the local economy and community well-being depended on public investment in education, and it served as the educational center of the city from 1913
through 1969. Library staff worked closely with public schools to assist with their mission of educating children, and the library was an essential self-education resource
for adults. Residents depended on the library for information in the form of educational lectures and periodicals as well as books. During its first decades, it was an
important source of community pride, and for a time in the 1920s, it had the fifth-highest circulation of any public library in Oregon.7 In the area of Architecture, the
library is an excellent example of Classical Revival architecture that retains integrity and represents a strong example of the Carnegie Library Program’s typology. The
building exhibits features recommended by the Carnegie Corporation’s own “Notes on the Erection of Library Buildings,” including a rectangular floor plan with a central
exterior staircase leading up to a vestibule with a set of stairs to the main floor circulation area.8 In this way, it is representative of the Carnegie Corporation’s
encouragement of standardized designs and efficient interior layout while allowing for local variation in architectural style and ornament. Furthermore, the building’s
classically-inspired style, evinced in its symmetrical fagade, hipped roof, brick construction, heavy cornice with decorative modillions, and pedimented entrance with
decorative surround, is characteristic of the majority of Carnegie libraries in Oregon.9 The building, designed by local firm Bunting & Block and completed in 1913,
retains a high degree of integrity (as described in Section 7) and is able to convey its significance.
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