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LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME

address: 3010 NW Thurman St historic name: Balch Gulch Bridge
Portland, Multnomah County current/other names: Bridge #25B15; Thurman Street Bridge
assoc addresses: block/lot/tax lot:
location descr: twnshp/rng/sect/qtr sect: 1N 1E 29
PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
resource type: Structure height (stories): total elig resources: 1 total inelig resources: 0
elig evaluation: eligible/significant NR Status: Individually Listed
prim constr date: 1905 second date: 1914 date indiv listed: 09/23/2025
primary orig use: Road Related (vehicular) orig use comments:
second orig use:
primary style: Other / Undefined prim style comments: Pratt Truss
secondary style: sec style comments:
primary siding: Concrete: Other/Undefined siding comments:
secondary siding: Steel
plan type: Truss architect: Lockwood, James B.
builder: Lockwood, James B.
comments/notes:

Determined eligible by the NPS on 5/2/1985 as part of the Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon Thematic Group submitted by ODOT. Listed in NR on 9/23/2025.

GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS

Survey/Grouping Included In: Type of Grouping Date Listed Date Compiled
Historic Highway Bridges of Oregon MPD MPS 1985

SHPO INFORMATION FOR THIS PROPERTY

NR date listed:  09/23/2025 106 Project(s) Special Assess None
ILS survey date: SHPO Case Date Agency Effect Eval Project(s):
RLS survey 13-1093 07/23/2013 no adverse effect Fed.eral Tax None
date: Project(s):

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

(Includes expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings and alterations)

The Balch Guich Bridge (ODOT Bridge No. 25B15), which was designed by James B. C. Lockwood and completed in 1905, is a pin-connected steel Pratt deck truss that
carries NW Thurman Street across Balch Guich in Portland, Oregon.1 The bridge is located in the Willamette Heights Addition, a primarily residential neighborhood in
Portland’s Northwest District, and spans a narrow section of city-owned parkland. The structure consists of two pin-connected Pratt deck truss spans—one
160-foot-long, eightpanel main span and one 60-foot-long, three-panel side span—between three steel towers with concrete footings.2 In total, the bridge is
approximately 400 feet long and 40 feet wide, including an approximately 27-foot-wide roadway with approximately six-foot-wide pedestrian walkways on either side.
The bridge has received a number of alterations and repairs to its original structure, the most noteworthy of which are the removal of streetcar tracks in the early 1950s;
the replacement and reinforcement of the pedestrian rail and guardrails in 1955; the addition of steel struts to strengthen truss members in 1978; and a major
rehabilitation in 2014 that involved the replacement of the wood decking with form-lock steel planks, in-kind replacement of the steel floor beams, and replication of the
original pedestrian rail removed in 1955.3 Despite these alterations, the bridge maintains nearly all its character-defining features, including its Pratt deck truss design,
pin connections, original steel trusses and towers with concrete footings, and location spanning Balch Gulch in northwest Portland’s Willamette Heights Addition. It
therefore retains integrity.

HISTORY

(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period - preferably to the present)

The Balch Guich Bridge is of statewide significance under Criterion C in the area of Engineering as Oregon’s only surviving example of a pin-connected steel Pratt deck
truss bridge. Designed by J.B.C. Lockwood and constructed for the City of Portland in 1905, the bridge demonstrates a design thoughtfully tailored to its location and
functional demands. Its siting over Balch Guich in Northwest Portland provided the necessary vertical clearance for its deck truss design, which in turn enabled the
bridge to support the weight of electric streetcars and accommodate associated overhead catenary systems. The bridge’s use of pin connections rather than rivets is
also notable, as it reflects the dominant connection method for truss bridges erected in the late nineteenth and very early twentieth centuries. By the early 1910s, most
new bridges employed riveted joints, and over time Oregon’s inventory of pin-connected bridges has declined. The Balch Guich Bridge is now one of just thirteen extant
pin-connected highway bridges in the state. Its configuration as a deck truss further distinguishes it: only four such bridges remain in Oregon, and of these, the Balch
Gulch Bridge is the only one that is pin-connected. As such, the bridge is a singular example of both a rare structural type and a historically significant bridge
construction technology. The Balch Gulch Bridge is also locally significant under Criterion A in the area of Community Planning and Development for its role in shaping
the growth and accessibility of the Willamette Heights neighborhood between 1905 and 1914, and in supporting Portland’s efforts to market itself during the 1905 Lewis
and Clark Centennial and American Pacific Exposition and Oriental Fair. Constructed just a few months before the exposition, the bridge extended continuous streetcar
service over Balch Gulch to Willamette Heights, enhancing the neighborhood’s appeal and accelerating a period of intensive development (especially along the
streetcar route) that lasted through 1914.31 The increased accessibility to Willamette Heights benefited more than just the neighborhood itself, however; it was also
integral to Portland’s broader marketing strategy during the exposition, which aimed to showcase the city’s scenic and residential appeal to tourists and potential new
residents. The streetcar route made possible by the Balch Gulch Bridge was prominently advertised to fair visitors, and several vantage points in Willamette Heights,
accessible only by crossing the bridge, were used for promotional images of the nearby exposition grounds (Figures 16 through 18). As an investment in anticipated
growth, and as a practical asset that accelerated the first and most intensive phase of development in a young Portland neighborhood, the Balch Gulch Bridge is
significant for its role in promoting the growth of Willamette Heights and Portland overall.
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