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City of Gresham Request for Removal, July 2019
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East County Historical Organization and Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc.
Documentation
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Collapsed garage in March 2019. Circled in red are the remnants of the Buttery building.

City of Gresham Urban Design and Planning
Historical & Cultural Landmark Alteration Narrative Statement

Request to Alter the 1874 Jacob Zimmerman House Historic Registry
Address: 17111 NE Sandy Blvd, Gresham, OR 97230
The East County Historical Organization (ECHO), formerly the Fairview Rockwood Wilkes
Historical Society (FRWHS) is requesting the Buttery be removed from both the City of
Gresham’s Historic and Cultural Landmarks List and the National Register. We are making this
request because the Buttery no longer exists as a structure.
The Zimmerman House Buttery was built in the 1890's east of the Zimmerman farmhouse. The
structure was described as approximately 350 sq. ft. and built with a wood-framed door, a
pitched roof covered with wood shingles, and the exterior of the walls were covered with a
brick veneer. The Buttery also had one internal chimney with a corbel cap, two rooms on the
main level, a small crawl-space below, and two windows with six-over-six, double-hung sash.
A photo taken by Juanita Graff in 1985 as part of the original application to have the Buttery
listed on the National Register of Historic Places shows how overgrown the vegetation was on
the Buttery building (see below). The narrative of the application states “Boston Ivy has
overtaken the building and has damaged the brick veneer facing.”
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City of Gresham Urban Design and Planning
Historical & Cultural Landmark Alteration Narrative Statement
In December 1999, the City of Gresham published the Zimmerman Heritage Farm Master Plan.
This was to be a restoration-rehabilitation accessibility master plan and it states regarding the
Buttery, "The structure is in a seriously deteriorating condition throughout".
In late 2013, FRWHS applied for a demolition permit to tear down both the garage (noncontributing building on the property) and the Buttery as stated in the HRS 12/4/13 meeting
minutes. FRWHS’ preservation architect had evaluated and determined the Buttery was not
salvageable. David Lindstrom, HRS Committee member, requested FRWHS hire a structural
engineer to evaluate the Buttery.
In early 2014, FRWHS did hire KPFF Consulting Engineers to perform a structural assessment of
the Buttery. KPFF’s report was sent to FRWHS on 4/3/14 (see attached). The conclusion states
“The building appears unsafe and on the verge of collapse. There is not enough left to assess
structurally. We suggest the building be demolished before it collapses.” KPFF was so
concerned about the stability of the Buttery, they themselves did not enter the Buttery.
KPFF however, on an earlier occasion, did inspect the Buttery’s interior and attached are some
photos that were taken.
In April 2016, the Buttery collapsed and all that remained standing was the chimney. December
2016, a large Oak tree in the backyard fell and demolished the chimney and the Buttery
remnants.
In March of this year, the garage next to the Buttery collapsed. ECHO took action getting
permission and the permit to have the garage materials removed from the property. Circled
below in what the area where the Buttery once stood look likes.
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City of Gresham Urban Design and Planning
Historical & Cultural Landmark Alteration Narrative Statement
The City of Gresham Parks Division fenced the remains of the Buttery for safety purposes as
well as to preserve the area until ECHO receives approval to alter the Buttery site.

Once permission is granted, ECHO has partnered with Archaeological Investigations Northwest,
Inc. (AINW) who has offered to help clear the blackberries, ivy and debris from the remnants of
the Buttery. They will take photographs of the collapsed brick walls and work with ECHO on
ideas for stabilizing a portion of the ruins for interpreting the former structure. In the future, it
may be possible to conduct some archaeological excavations for further interpretation of the
Buttery.

Attachments:
Site Plan – Buttery Building Highlighted
2015 City of Gresham/FRWHS Joint Use Agreement
2013-12-04 Signed HRS Minutes
2014-01-15 Signed HRS Minutes
2014-04-03 KPFF Buttery Assessment Letter
KPFF Buttery Photos
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ZIMMERMAN HOUSE NATIONAL REGISTER SITE
DEMOLITION OF THE BUTTERY BUILDING ON JANUARY 20, 2020
GRESHAM, OREGON

The Buttery Building at the Zimmerman Farm prior to collapse in 2016. Article from East County Historical
Organization Newsletter.
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MEMO
Date:

October 14, 2020

To:

East County Historical Organization (ECHO)

From: John L. Fagan, Ph.D., R.P.A.
Jo Reese, M.A., R.P.A.
Nicholas Smits, M.A., R.P.A.
Re:

Zimmerman House National Register Site, Gresham, Oregon
Demolition of the Buttery Building on January 20, 2020
AINW Report No. 4502

Archaeological Investigations Northwest, Inc. (AINW), assisted the East County Historical Organization
(ECHO) with the planned demolition of the collapsed ruin of the Buttery Building at the Zimmerman
House/Zimmerman Heritage Farm Campus (Figure 1). In 2020, AINW participated in cleanup of the
overgrown remnants of the former building that had collapsed in 2016. On January 20, 2020, a group of
15 AINW employees and 14 ECHO members/volunteers cleared away the vegetation from the ruins and
systematically removed most of the bricks and building remnants to recover evidence of the former
interior portions of the building (Photos 1 through 8). The Buttery Building, also known as the “brick
dairy,” was built circa 1890s and continued in use into the early part of the twentieth century (Graff 1985).
Before conducting the cleanup activities and demolition assistance, AINW checked with the Oregon State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to verify the status of the ruin and to determine whether the ruin
constituted an archaeological site. Consultation with SHPO archaeologists confirmed the following.
 The ruin of the Buttery Building was not an archaeological site.
 ECHO can salvage artifacts from the rubble without a SHPO permit.
 A site form will not be required to document artifacts recovered from the rubble.
During the cleanup process, AINW recovered and inventoried items that were associated with the
historic‐period function of the Buttery during its time of use; the list of inventoried items is attached. The
volunteer work was done on January 20, 2020, during the Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday as an AINW
volunteer effort.
AINW maintained a photographic record of the entire process and created a catalog of the associated
non‐building material items useful for future interpretation and display that were recovered from the
collapsed building. A copy of the photographic record has been provided to ECHO. AINW’s work was
guided by historic‐period photos of the building and by interior photos taken in 2014 during an
inspection of the stability of the structure by KPFF Consulting Engineers (Kernan 2014). At the time of
the KPFF assessment, the building was deemed unsafe and on the verge of collapse. The building
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collapsed in 2016. It was further damaged when a large tree fell on the remnants of the collapsed
building later that same year. At the time of the AINW volunteer work in January 2020, the rubble pile
was covered with a blackberry thicket, vines, and shrubs (Photos 1, 2, and 3). The vegetation was
removed by hand and piled to the east of the former garage. Wooden structural remnants, roofing, and
metal were segregated nearby; the wood debris was placed in a dumpster for disposal. Bricks were piled
to the north of the former Buttery Building for later reuse (Photo 4).
The ruins of the Buttery Building had been fenced off as it was a safety hazard, and ECHO wanted to
make the area safe for visitors and prepare the area for future interpretation. The goal of AINW’s
participation in the demolition was to recover items associated with the previous function of the building;
to salvage items useful for interpretation of the building and/or useful for rebuilding the structure; and to
document the foundation materials. Attached to this memo is an inventory of the items recovered from
the Buttery Building remains and Photos 1 through 8, which document the demolition and cleanup
efforts. The recovered artifacts are stored at the Zimmerman House for use in future displays.
During the demolition work, both modern and historic‐period items were found in the rubble. Modern
objects attest to the use of the structure for storing miscellaneous items and materials after its use as a
buttery and before the building became unsafe to enter. Modern items included numerous unglazed clay
flowerpots, a few cans and bottles, a bag of fiberglass insulation, and decomposing cardboard boxes.
Historic‐period items included cut nails that were used in the original construction of the building
(a sample was retained). Machine‐cut square nails were common between 1835 and 1910. An olive
glass wine or champagne bottle from circa 1880 to 1915 was also found. Several other items listed in the
inventory range in age from the 1890s to 1967 (see attached list). Temporally diagnostic items included a
colorless glass JVC vacuum jar manufactured circa 1893‐1902 (Photo 9), and sherds of an undecorated
ironstone plate made by J&G Meakin between 1890 and 1907 (Photo 10).
Review of the photographs that were taken in 2014 during the KPFF building assessment were useful in
interpreting interior portions of the building as the debris was removed. For example, the modern bag of
insulation and portion of a historic‐period automobile seat that are depicted in a corner of a room next to
a window in 2014 were found in the northwest corner of the debris pile inside of the corner of two brick
walls. The bag of insulation and the car seat were photographed through a doorway at the south side of
the room. Another 2014 photograph taken from inside the doorway shows three wooden bench‐like
structures that appear to be elevated above a possible crawl space, a wooden door to the right of the
window, and a cast iron cauldron. These items, the bench‐like items, the interior wooden door with a
brown ceramic doorknob, and the cauldron were found in the north end of the rubble pile inside of the
brick walls (Photo 11). The interior photos of the north room depict walls covered with white plaster
over lath, as described in the KPFF report.
Common red bricks were the items most frequently found. The bricks were ubiquitous and were not
inventoried. Red bricks are visible in Photos 4 through 7. The red bricks served as the exterior surface of
the wood‐framed building. The red brick exterior likely served to keep the building cool in the summer
months. Of interest, recent photographs taken before the building collapsed (Kernan 2014) show a
prominent and ornate chimney constructed of yellow firebricks; however, during the demolition and
cleanup work, only one yellow firebrick was found in the rubble.
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At the northwest corner of the rubble pile, interior remnants of the western and northern brick walls were
exposed as the debris was removed from that corner of the building (Photo 5). The interior surfaces of
the walls were covered with a thick layer of plaster (Photo 6). The rubble in the north end of the former
building appeared to be a portion of a basement or crawl space. The fill comprised of wooden building
material and red bricks continued, and the floor and foundation or building footings were not reached on
this day.
The KPFF structural assessment of the building (Kernan 2014) described the building as comprised of two
rooms, with a crawl space at the north end of the structure. The south room was described as having
wood‐framed walls with brick veneer. The north room was described as having two Wythe brick bearing
walls that had plaster over lath on the interior. The foundation was also noted as appearing to be brick
as well.
The demolition work confirmed some of the attributes described in the KPFF report, especially for the
north portion of the structure. The north end of the building does appear to have a crawl space, and two
Wythe brick bearing walls, the north exterior wall and an interior wall that separates the north room from
the south room. Both walls exhibited remnants of a thick interior surface layer of plaster. Plaster is
visible on the north side of the wall that separates the two rooms (Photo 6).
In 2014, the south room was described as having wood framed walls with a brick exterior veneer. One of
the 2014 photographs shows a rectangular galvanized wash tub adjacent to a wooden door that appears
to have been on the west side of the south room. During the demolition, a large section of the upper
portion of the interior wood framed wall was removed from the southern portion of the debris pile, and
the metal galvanized washtub, visible in a 2014 photo, was found here (Photo 12). The interior of the
south room was not exposed sufficiently during the demolition work to determine its layout and function
(Photo 7).
AINW volunteers, together with ECHO members and other volunteers, cleared away the massive layer
of vegetation and much of the building debris, rubble, and brick from the collapsed Buttery Building
(Photo 8). Remnants of portions of the interior brick wall and the exterior brick wall of the northern half
of the Buttery Building were exposed and identified with the help of the 2014 photographs. Portions
of the south room were covered with remnants of the wood framed walls that appear in the 2014
photographs.
References
Graff, Juanita
1985 National Register Nomination Form for the Jacob Zimmerman House. On file, Oregon State
Historic Preservation Office, Salem, Oregon.
Kernan, Ronald G.
2014 Letter regarding Zimmerman House Buttery Building. KPFF Consulting Engineers, Portland,
Oregon. Submitted to Fairview Rockwood Wilkes Historical Society, Fairview, Oregon.

INVENTORY OF NON-BUILDING ITEMS RECOVERED FROM THE BUTTERY BUILDING

Item

Provenience

Description

1

Interior of Buttery

Sample of machine-cut square nails (n=7), ca. 1835-1910

2

Interior of Buttery

Olive glass wine or champagne bottle, turn mold, finish broken off, 1880-1915

3

Interior of Buttery

Ferrous metal pulley and hardware for mounting on wall or joist

4

Interior of Buttery

Whetstone/grinding wheel

5

Interior of Buttery

Ironstone plate, backstamp "EASTWOOD…/HANLEY, ENGLAND", J&G
Meakin mark, ca. 1890-1907

6

Interior of Buttery

Wooden axe handle, broken

7

Interior of Buttery

Three sherds of an ironstone plate, backstamp "IRONSTONE CHINA/ J&G.
MEAKIN/ EASTWOOD WORKS /HANLEY, ENGLAND"ca. 1890-1907

8

Interior of Buttery

Horseshoe

9

Interior of Buttery

Fabric sample

10

Interior of Buttery

Ceramic - earthenware pitcher sherds

11

Interior of Buttery

Large-mouth colorless glass jar with external threads for screw cap; base
embossed "13 R 85 o " unknown manufacturer, basal stippling around margins
indicates post-1940 manufacture

12

Interior of Buttery

Colorless glass jar base fragment, embossed "2 [Owens Illinois mark] 5/3,"
"DURAGLAS," manufactured in 1945

13

Interior of Buttery

Colorless glass jar "EASY/CO/JVC/VACUUM/JAR" base "PAT. JULY 11/Co
JVC/1893," ca. 1893-1902

14

Interior of Buttery

Full jar base "0-7165/[Hazel Atlas monogram]/17;" mark used ca. 1923-1971+,
wide mouth with external threads for screw cap, vertical ribs on two
sides/shoulders

15

Interior of Buttery

Colorless jar for Folgers instant coffee crystals, "U5 PAT D 2H.004/ R 15 5,"
filed 1967

16

Interior of Buttery

Enamelware bowl

17

Interior of Buttery

Can for salmon, brand unknown

18

Interior of Buttery

Ferrous metal, axe head or wedge (?)

19

Interior of Buttery

Cast iron (?) (counterweight?)
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Figure 1. Location of the Zimmerman House in Gresham, Oregon.

Zimmerman_House_24K_10092020 (RS; 10/9/2020)

Photo 1. The collapsed Buttery Building is the area of thick vegetation in the center of the
photo east of the Zimmerman House. The view is towards the north, at the start of the
demolition work on January 20,2020.

Photo 2. The former Buttery Building was beneath the thick vegetation in the center of
the photo. The view is towards the west.

Photo 3. The Buttery Building ruins at the start of the demolition work. The view is
towards the southwest.

Photo 4. Vegetation removal and stockpiling of bricks at the north side of the former
Buttery Building in-process. The view is towards the northeast.

Photo 5. Demolition of the northwest corner of the Buttery Building in-process. The
view is towards the south.

Photo 6. The exposed north room of the Buttery Building at the end of the demolition
work on January 20, 2020. The view is towards the south. Portions of the south, east,
and north brick walls are visible. The white material on the wall in the center of the
photo is plaster.

Photo 7. The exposed debris of the former Buttery Building with the vegetation removed
and portions of the north room exposed at the end of the demolition work on January 20,
2020. The south room lies beneath building rubble on the right half of the photo. The
view is towards the northeast

Photo 8. The exposed debris and remnants of the Buttery Building at the end of the
demolition work on January 20, 2020. The view is towards the west.

Photo 9. Colorless glass jar embossed "EASY/CO/JVC/VACUUM/JAR,” manufactured
circa 1893-1902.

Photo 10. Three sherds of an ironstone plate made by J&G Meakin, Hanley, England,
circa 1890-1907.

Photo 11. Cast iron cauldron found upside-down during cleanup of the interior of the
Buttery Building.

Photo 12. Galvanized metal washtub found during cleanup of the interior of the Buttery
Building.

