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OLSON, AUGUST, HOUSE (1910)
2509 NE Eighteenth Avenue 
Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

COMMENTS OF THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

The two-story Arts and Crafts-style house that occupies a generous elevated lot at the northwest 
corner of NE 18th Avenue and Brazee Street in the Irvington district in northeast Portland, 
Oregon was built in 1910 for August Olson, superintendent and general manager of the Deep 
River Logging Company; It is a well-preserved and distinctive example of the type of Arts and 
Crafts design promulgated by Gustav Stickley in his magazine, The Craftsman, and other 
publications from 1901 or 1902 onward. The house is representative of eclectic residential 
architecture in the fashionable Portland neighborhoods which built up in the years following the 
Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition of 1905. The house has the earmarks of professional 
design and is attributed to R. N. Hockenberry on the basis of his signature on a 1910 plumbing 
inspection report filed with the Portland Bureau of Buildings.

This application is welcome for adding to the heretofore sketchy picture of the career of 
Raymond Hockenberry (1876-1951), who is best known in the annals of Oregon architecture as 
the probable designer of the original portion of the rustic, stone and shingle-clad Crater lake 
Lodge in Crater Lake National Park, a project roughly contemporaneous with the Olson House, 
though the lodge was constructed between 1911 and 1914. [Original plans for Crater Lake Lodge were 
prepared by R. L. sic. Hockenberry and Company, Architects, of Portland.]

Raymond Hockenberry was a native of Pennsylvania who received his training in archiecture at 
Syracuse University and was graduated in 1903. After serving for a time as a draftsman in 
Pittsburgh and New York, the young architect was attracted to Portland by opportunities 
promoted during the 1905 exposition. Hockenberry practiced in Portland for nine years, from 
1906 to 1915, before returning to New York to settle permanently in Bronxville, where he 
specialized in apartment houses, industrial work and mechanical systems. His name has been 
ellusive since during his time in Portland he appears not to have joined the state chapter of the 
professional organization, The American Institute of Architects. [Neither does his name appear in the 
normally encompassing Biographical Dictionary of American Architects, Deceased by Withey and Withey.] The 
Portland Historic Resource Inventory identifies several houses in southwest Portland designed by 
R. N. Hockenberry. Of those few attributed to him, the Olson House is the most clearly inspired
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by the Arts and Crafts movement. As rare documented work by the architect, and as a clear-cut 
and well-crafted example of its stylistic type, the house meets National Register Criterion C in 
the area of architecture.

The building's association with its original owner was short lived. August Olson was a native of 
Sweden who emigrated to America at the age of 16 and engaged in the logging industry in the 
Columbia River basin, starting on the payroll of industry legend Simon Benson at Oak Point, 
Washington. Olson retired as operations chief of the Deep River Logging Company in 1926, by 
which time he had been away from his Irvington property some twelve years.

The house built for August Olson is a brisk, side-gabled rectangular volume of two stories 
measuring 30 x 40 feet in its ground plan exclusive of a perpendicular kitchen/sleeping porch 
wing at the northwest, or rear corner. The facade, facing east onto NE 18th Avenue, is defined 
by a broad cross gable. The roof has overhanging eaves on outriggers. Three horizontal 
divisions of the exterior consist of a tall ground course of lapped weatherboards, a stucco ground 
story, and a shingle-clad second story. Double-hung window assemblies have 12 lights over one. 
Centered on the formally-organized facade is a portico with trussed gable roof. The three-part 
entry is flanked by three-part Chicago School bay windows. Among the distinctive features of 
the house are a heavily rusticated outside end chimney on the south street elevation and tapered 
piers and wing walls for the front portico which combine clinker brick and boulders. Relatively 
minor modifications visible on the exterior are entryway sidelights replaced with obscuring 
fluted glass, infill of a side porch on the kitchen wing, and picture window reglazing.

As was not uncommon in Arts and Crafts houses, this interior is organized not on the principle of 
picturesque asymmetry, with inglenooks, tower rooms and bays. Rather, it is organized formally 
with a central entry crosshall between living room and dining room. The living spaces are 
separated from the hallway by a classical column screen and sliding pocket doors, respectively. 
Interior finish work is conventional for the type and well-crafted. The current owners have 
painstakingly stripped away non-historic paint layers to restore the dark-stained vertical grain fir 
woodwork. The array of characteristic woodwork includes a beamed ceiling and wainscoting in 
the dining room and, in the hallway, cornice molding and a Craftsman-style dogleg staircase 
with straight balusters supporting the handrail. In the living room is noteworthy evidence of the 
designer's or builder's familiarity with Craftsman ideals. The document preparer has identified 
the source of a floor-to-ceiling, straight-fronted chimney piece clad entirely with verdigris matte- 
glazed ceramic tile as Stickley's Craftsman Homes: Architecture and Furnishings of the 
American Arts and Crafts Movement (New York: Craftsman Publishing Company, 1909). The
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firebox and a rectangular mantel recess of the chimney front are trimmed in brass, as in the 
Stickley design.

The house lot, which measures 100 x 125 feet, with its longer axis on Brazee, is raised above 
street grade. Street frontages are retained by a wall of good quality random-coursed ashlar with a 
dogleg staircase centered on the main entrance. There is also a breach in the wall on Brazee for a 
side stairway and access to a partially excavated garage which has been enlarged to the west to 
accommodate three cars. The easternmost bay of the garage was built first and probably is 
essentially contemporary with the house. Excavated garages are typical within the neighborhood 
where most lots are separated from street grade. The two bays on the west were added by 1924. 
The garage is classified by the proponent as a non-contributing feature.
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1. other names, continued Pagan. Dr. Edwin P. and Dorothy B.. House.

7. Materials
walls WOOD, shingles

7. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The August Olston House is an Arts and Crafts style residence facing east on the 
northwest corner of the intersection of Northeast 18th Avenue and Northeast Brazee 
Street in the Irvington Addition to Portland, Oregon. Built in 1910, the house sits five 
to six feet above the street and is surrounded on both street-facing sides with a four foot 
high rough-cut quarry faced ashlar basalt retaining wall.

The two-story house is rectangular, 30'x40', with attached center front porch and rear 
two-story extension containing the kitchen eating area on the first floor and a converted 
sleeping porch on the second floor at the northwest corner. This extension continues 
around the corner on the first floor to a one-story back porch, now enclosed as a pantry 
and bath.

A three-car garage is located at the southwest corner of the property, at street grade, its 
flat roof and parapet projecting to above grade at site level. The footprint of both house 
and garage are exactly the same as those shown on the 1924 Sanborn map.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The two-story wood frame house has a low-to-medium-pitched cross-gable roof, the 
principal gable oriented north to south, with an east-facing full gable forming the 
principal facade. This front facade is fully symmetrical, with a one-story gable-roof 
porch supported by battered clinker-brick and river rock full-height columns. The 
combination of clinker brick and river rock are found also on the exterior chimney for 
the fireplace, near the southeast corner of the house. In both locations, the river rock is 
integrated more intensively at the base, and more sparsely as it climbs, such that the 
piers especially are all brick at the top half.
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The house is sided in three approximately equal width bands up to the plate line. 
Above the stuccoed concrete basement walls begins the first course, of 5" exposure bevel 
siding, up to a drip-line that also serves as sill to most of the first story windows. These 
windows are set into a band of stucco which continues to another dripline at approxi­ 
mately second floor level. The shingle siding that commences at this drip-line 
continues to and past the plate line to the gable peaks.

A grand front entry to the lot is provided by the stone pillars of the front retaining wall. 
This entry is offset from the center front of the house, and stairs proceed in a Z-pattern, 
with the long run paralleling the north-south front facade.

Stairs to the entry porch are framed with level clinker-brick/river rock rails continuous 
to the clinker-brick columns and capped with a concrete cap. Side rails at porch level are 
closed, with bevel siding on both sides, continuous with the first level of siding, and are 
capped with one-inch thick wood.

The porch roof is framed with an open-timbered end gable and wide bargeboards, 
carried on heavy bracket-ended beams resting on paired brackets over the columns. 
The wide front door, glazed at eye level over a single recessed panel, is flanked with 
wide full-glazed side-lights.

Flanking the porch at first floor level are two matching Chicago style windows, 
consisting of a wide fixed 10/1 center window, and narrow double-hung 4/lside 
windows, the top sash forming a square.

Centered above the porch, the second story windows consist of paired 12/1 windows at 
center , and two smaller 3/lcasements with window boxes on brackets extending past 
the sills.

The wide, open eaves of the gabled roof are faced with 1x4 beveled t&g supported on 
equally spaced 4x6 straight blunt-cut purlins. The gable ends meet the primary gable 
ends a few feet short of the corner, giving the facade a slightely winged look.

All materials on this primary facade appear to be original, with the exception of the 
fluted glass in the sidelights of the door. Light fixtures on either side of the sidelights, 
appear to be original, one of which is apparently intact.
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The south and second street-facing facade is study in dynamic symmetry. Centrally 
located on the second story is a paired window identical to the central paired window on 
the east facade, with a smaller casement in the same relationship as those in front to its 
west only. To the east of this window rises the clinker brick/river rock chimney.

Surrounding the chimney at ground floor level are two identical 3/4 casement 
windows, the westernmost of which is slightly off-center below the paired second-story 
window. To the west of this almost centered window are paired double-hung 8/1 
windows centered below the small second-story casement window. Centered below 
each of these two first floor openings are basement windows located above the bottom 
row of bevel siding. The chimney continues through the overhang and is crowned 
with two ceramic chimney pots.

The window trim on these two principal facades corresponds to the materials in which 
the windows are set, i.e., windows in the bevel and shingle bands are cased with 1x4 
banded trim, while those in the stucco band are recessed into the stucco.

On the west facade, at the juncture with the rear extension and over the ground floor 
windows, are remnants of rafter ends from a pre-existing pergola over the back door and 
stairs. The owner has saved the elements from this trellis to use as a guide to 
reconstruct the pergola with new materials at the same location. Although the pergola 
does not show up in any generation of Sanborn maps, the craftsman beam end details of 
the existing parts suggest that the pergola was probably part of the original house.

The original window at the stair landing, on the west facade, has been replaced by a 
picture window of the same dimensions, using existing trim, inside and out.

The two story extension on the west side contains the kitchen on the first floor and a 
former sleeping porch on the second floor. The sleeping porch has ribbon windows of 
four 3/2 casements on the south side, five on the west end and three on the north side. 
The gable roof over this extension, lower than the principal and cross gables, has the 
same wide eaves and purlin detailing.

The lower floor of the west extension continues north to form a shed roofed 
porch/mudroom, which has been enclosed by the present owner to form a pantry.
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On the north facade, two windows are not original: an aluminum slider over the 
kitchen sink (which the owner plans to replace with one more appropriate to the house) 
and a large tripartite picture window extending to the floor of the dining room. This 
window, with fixed large square center panel and two narrow side panels, may have 
been enlarged vertically by a previous owner, but is faced with wood casings, inside and 
out, in the style of the original house. The window, on axis with interior elements, will 
be described in the interior narrative.

A low brick wall extends northward from the northeast corner of the house to the edge 
of the property. A similar brick wall extends southward from the southwest corner and 
makes a corner heading west, terminating at the roofs of the garages (the easternmost 
section of the three-car garage appears to have been built earlier than the two-car 
portion, and is somewhat shorter in length). The garages are singularly non-descript.

The stone retaining wall from the east street-facing side wraps the corner at street level, 
and a second stair, a straight run, is located in the south wall, a few feet east of the 
garages.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

Entering through the front door, one steps into a grand entry hall, into which daylight 
floods from all four sides. The living room is to the left (south) through an large 
opening framed by square sectioned tapered wood Craftsman columns. Opposite the 
entry door, is the U-shaped stair, with square newel posts and flat closely spaced rails. 
To the north, below the upper flight of stairs, is an entry to the kitchen.

To the right (north) of the front entry, a pair of large, single-paneled pocket doors give 
entry to the dining room. This opening, as the opening to the living room, are on 
access with the large tripartite picture window on the north wall of the dining room. 
The axis terminates at the south end of the living room wall with a floor-to-ceiling 
rectangular variegated verdigris matt-glazed 6"x6" ceramic tile chimneypiece with 
studded hammered brass corner straps. A wood mantel is recessed into the vertical 
rectangle of the mass, and is also framed with hammered brass.

This fireplace, surely the focal point of the residence, demonstrates the painstaking care 
the present owners have taken and are taking to restore this residence. A photograph
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taken within the past year shows this fireplace painted white, its cornerpieces tarnished 
dark brown. The tiles and brass now shine with nearly new brilliance.

That the living room, extending full-length along the south third of the first story, was 
originally two rooms is evident from the directional changes of the oak strip flooring in 
the center of the long room, and from abrupt termination of the built-in low cabinets 
along the north wall from the west corner. This change was made by a previous owner.

Also evident from recent photos is the extent to which the owners have restored the 
original woodwork. Windows, doors, trim, base and ceiling mouldings, the stairs and 
rail, and the dining room wainscoting and coffered ceiling have all been carefully 
stripped of paint, revealing the fine grain of early vertical grain fir.

In the dining room, the plate rail has been carefully recreated and matched to the 
existing wood. Likewise a second story rail has been added, modeled after the existing 
rail. In both cases, the work has been so well executed that it was necessary for the 
owner to point out the difference.

There is a butler's pantry on the north wall between the dining room in the northeast 
corner and the kitchen in the northwest extension. The cabinets in the pantry are 
original glass-fronted uppers and recessed panel lowers. A window is centered on the 
wall. The countertop has been modernized with a tasteful plastic laminate, replacing 
bright orange laminate installed by a previous owner.

The kitchen is thoroughly modernized with recessed panel amber maple cabinets, white 
plastic laminate countertop and green vinyl flooring, is not inharmonious with the 
house. It replaces a kitchen modernized by a previous owner with modular oak 
cabinets and orange plastic laminate countertops and backsplashes.

Off the kitchen at the northwest corner is a full bath, in which the owner has installed 
wood wainscoting, 1" hex floor tiles and period fixtures.

Upstairs, a generous central hall leads to bedrooms in the southwest and southeast 
corners and in front and to a master suite in the northeast corner. The former sleeping 
porch has been converted to use as an office.
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The extent of second story alterations carried out by the present owner consists of 
reconfiguration of the master bedroom closet and bathroom, the addition of a second 
bathroom,usurping some of the space of the sleeping porch/ office. These two baths, 
with hex tile floors, wood wainscoting and period fixtures, replace one previously 
modernized wood-paneled and black-fixtured bathroom. A former doorway between 
the upper stair and the north rooms has been opened up, and the stairwall replaced by 
the new "old" rail described above.

In all of the smaller bedrooms built-in closets and drawers are being restored. 

INTEGRITY AND ALTERATION PROGRAM

Without early photographs and other corroborating evidence, it is not possible to say 
with certainty what is original and what has been altered. However, the congruence of 
materials with those used in the period of construction, together with the unchanged 
building footprint, suggest that much if not most of the house's elements are original.

The owners are committed to recreating an ambiance respectful of the house as 
originally designed, and have show that commitment in work they have performed to 
date. As mentioned above, they have stripped and refinished all of the first floor 
woodwork and restored the tile and brass fireplace.

The light fixtures in the three front rooms (chimneypiecece sconces, ceiling fixtures in 
entry hall and dining room), though not original to the house, are all restored period 
fixtures. The Siberian white oak floors have been refinished throughout the first and 
second stories.

The parts of the pergola have been saved, to use as a model for recreating it. The 
sidelights at the front door and the aluminum slider at the kitchen will be replaced with 
more period-compatible windows. The broken light fixtures on the front stair wall and 
at the front entry will be restored and their glass replaced.
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HISTORY OF THE PROPERTY

The eastern half of the 640 acre 1865 Donation Land Claim of William and Elizabeth 
living (Appendix A) is the site of the present Irvington Addition in northeast Portland. 
Irvington was platted in 1887 (Appendix B) by a syndicate headed by David P. 
Thompson. In 1888, the undeveloped lands were purchased by Charles Francis Adams 
of Boston, with Charles H. Prescott his trustee in Portland. (17,22)

The Security Savings and Trust Company, incorporated in 1890, were vested, in a 1905 
Declaration of Trust, with the powers to "lease, exchange, mortgage, pledge, 
hypothecate, asell and dispose of, convey, or in any like or other manner deal with, said 
lands../'(17) In 1907 the Irvington Investment Company was formed, with E.A. 
McGrath as President. (22)

The eastward expansion of Portland following the Lewis and Clark Exposition of 1905 
spurred the development of the area, but the blocks in the Irvington Addition do not 
appear to be heavily occupied, either in the 1907 Block Books or on the 1909 Sanborn 
maps, which show the area platted but not developed (Appendix C).

Lots 9 and 10 of Block 47 of the Irvington Addition were sold by David Povey to August 
Olson for the sum of $3300. (22) Olson, who emigrated to the U.S. from Sweden at the 
aget of 16, worked as a logger with Simon Benson, and became the superintendent and 
general manager of the Deep River Logging Company (Appendix D).

Olson and his wife Grace built the present house on lot 9 and 10 in 1910 for the sum of 
$7000. The plumbing permit shows R. N. Hockenberry and August Olson as owners. 
(Appedix E) According to Pacific Builder and Engineer for August 13,1910, McHolland 
Brothers were engaged as the builders.

Lots 11 and 12 were traded, bought and sold over the years in conjunction with lots 9 
and 10, (2, 22) but the east 25f of the former appear to be part and parcel of the property 
on all Sanborn maps from 1924 on (Appendix F). The earliest portion of the garage is 
within the original 100' length of lot 10; the additional two-car portion is within the 
additional 25 feet from the east end of lots 11 and 12.
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The Olsons only lived in the house until 1914.

Suzie M. Jones bought the house in 1914, and in 1920, Fred and Emily Morris bought it 
from her for about $9000. Fred Morris, who "took a prominent part in building of the 
Electric Railroad to Oregon City and Estacada, and started the Oaks Park," (22) died in 
1922, leaving the house to Emily.

James L. and Mayme Myers, who bought the house in 1936, resold it in 1937 to Dr. 
Edwin P. and Dorothy Pagan. Doctor Pagan, who apparently ran the Portland Clinic, 
committed suicide in the house, leaving it to his wife and four children.

The house appears to have remained in the Pagan family until 1959, when it was sold to 
Robert L. Stevens, who owned it until 1979. From thence, it was owned successively for 
short terms by Stephen P. Yaw, D. Cox, and David R. Munro, who purchased it in 1985.

The present owners are Art and Susan DeMuro, who seek nomination of the house for 
the National Register of Historic Places, and who in the process of restoring the house to 
its original elegance.

8. SIGNIFICANCE

The August Olson House is significant as a fine example of the Arts & Crafts style, and 
the most clearly Arts & Crafts-inspired of all known residences designed by Raymond N. 
Hockenberry, an architect who practiced in Portland, Oregon between 1906 and 1915. 
Hockenberry was the architect for several Portland residences and is purported to be the 
architect for the National Register Crater Lake Lodge.

The August Olson residence was constructed by McHolland Brothers, Contractors, who 
built many quality commercial buildings and grand residences in the early 20th century, 
including the National Register Portland Town Club at 2115 S.W. Salmon Street.

The detailing of the August Olson house is subtle and elegant, expressing the Arts & 
Crafts penchants: for the grand entry hall with large openings to adjacent rooms, and for
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a commitment to the use of local materials. Although the Arts & Crafts movement 
claimed to eschew the rigid formal symmetry of the classical styles, the masterful 
subtlety shown in the use of symmetries in this residence puts it in the company of 
other good examples of Arts & Crafts, such as by the English architects C.F.A.Voysey, 
W.R. Lethaby and E.S.Prior.(3) This carefully casual, almost playful use of symmetry, 
found in the street-facing facades and in the axiality of the dominant interior elements, 
is discussed in the descriptive narrative above.

The floor-to-ceiling chimneypiece of mottled copper-green ceramic tile and hammered 
brass, surely the centerpiece of this gracious home, appears to have been inspired by 
Gustav Stickley's Craftsman magazine (21) &(Appendix G).

A skillfully playful mastery is demonstrated in the use of extraordinarily deformed 
clinker brick in combination with smooth river rock in the porch piers and lower rails 
of the front porch as well as in the exterior chimney. That these elements appear to 
have withstood very little damage in 85 years attests to their structural soundness.

Warm tones of dark-stained fine-grained Oregon fir are evident in the dining room 
wainscoting, ceiling coffers, and pocket doors, as well as in the stair rails and the floor 
and ceiling mouldings.

Side Commentary Regarding Additional Significance
Though not significant for this house alone, the fact of its location within the Irvington 
Addition gives reason to consider certain factors which contribute to our understanding 
of growth trends of the City of Portland in the period following the Lewis and Clark 
Exposition of 1905.

It is clear that a certain exclusivity was intended for the Irvington district for, along 
with the purchase of property, the buyer entered into a covenant, swearing that 

"during the period of 25 years from and after the 1st day of July 1891 and until 
and after the 1st day of July 1916, no intoxicating liquors shall be manufactured, 
sold or otherwise disposed of as a beverage in any place of pubic resort on the 
premises . . . nor shall said premises at any time during said period be occupied 
or used for . . .the carrying on of any trade or business whatsoever, . . .nor be in 
any manner used or occupied by Chinese other than as the said Chinese may 
be employed by residents thereon as house servants, no building to be within 
25 feet of the street and no building to cost less than $2500.00 under penalty of 
forfeiture."(10)
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Indeed this house and the adjacent houses are 25 feet from the streets on both streets 
(the 3-car garage, on the property line, may well have been built after 1916, but before 
1924); and indeed this house cost well over $2500 to be built - $7000, as reported in Pacific 
Builder and Engineer (13). Subsequent zoning has effectively maintained the 
residential character of the neighborhood, well past the term of the covenants.

The overt racism of the remaining clause reveals what Portland historian E. Kimbark 
MacColl calls the "deeply held conviction, rooted in American history, that 
non-Caucasians were inferior people/'(10) Furthermore, the fact that real estate brokers 
were managing realty transactions in such a way as to create racial "ghettos," through 
covert exclusion policies, was not publicized until 1945!(Ibid.) Even as Irvington today 
is becoming more racially integrated, due in part to white flight to suburbia, it is clear 
that the intentional shaping of neighborhoods cannot easily be separated from the 
shaping of attitudes.

RAYMOND HOCKENBERRY, ARCHITECT

The Early Years
Raymond Newman Hockenberry was born September 16, 1876 to Henry (Harry) and 
Minerva Hockenberry of Berrysburg, Pennsylvania (no longer on the map), 25 miles 
north of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. (5,6) Raymond completed secondary school at 
Carbondale, Pennsylvania, his father having been appointed Superintendent of 
Carbondale Public Schools. (5) After graduation from Dickinson College in Carlyle, 
Pennsylvania, Raymond attended Syracuse University from 1899 to 1902, and was 
awarded a Bachelor of Architecture degree in 1903. He was active in music, sports and 
fraternal organizations. (12) &(Appendix H)

Raymond Hockenberry worked as an architectural draughtsman in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania and New York, New York in the years following his studies (5,6). He 
married fellow Syracuse University student Florence Mary Tucker in April 1905. (5,6,12)

The Portland Years
The young couple were encouraged by Hockenberry's parents to move to Portland, 
Oregon to benefit from the residential building boom that followed Portland's 1905 
Lewis and Clark Exposition. The elder Hockenberry had been invited earlier to Portland 
to help develop the public school system. (5,6)
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Raymond Hockenbeny opened an architecural office in Portland's Washington 
Building in 1906. From 1909 until 1915, his office was in the Abington Building (Room 
203 from 1910 to 1914, Room 601 in 1915). He shared an office in 1909 and 1910 with one 
Harry J. Hockenberry, also listed as an architect. (14).

Although the 1910 August Olson house was most likely not Raymond Hockenberry's 
first architectural project, there are no drawings or photographs in the files of the 
Oregon Historic Society of any earlier work attributed him.

The Historic Resource Inventory for Portland, Oregon (16) includes three Hockenberry 
residences, all built between 1913 and 1916: the Edwin Jorgenson house (1913) at 226 
S.W. Parkside Drive (Appendix I); the William S. Nash residence (1914) at 2862 S.W. 
Rutland Terrace (Appendix J); and the Frank S. Gilbert residence (1916) at 216 S.W. 
Parkside Drive (Appendix K). All are called 'Twentieth Century Colonial" on the 
Inventory, and all appear to be more classically-inspired than the August Olson house.

Although Crater Lake National Park records yield little information concerning the 
architect for the Crater Lake Lodge (Appendix L), Portland architectural historian Alfred 
Staehli cites an incidental reference to Raymond Hockenberry as its architect, from a 
1911 letter between state and national government officials. (20) Staehli further records 
the existence, in National Archives, of Hockenberry designs for guest cabins at the Park, 
based on widely circulated plan books. He places Hockenberry "solidly among his 
contemporaries as being strongly influenced by the English Arts and Crafts Movement, 
related to the works of M.H. Bailey Scott, C.F.A. Voysey, and Edwin Luryens," and states 
that "there is nothing unusual about giving a commission to design an alpine hotel to 
an architect whose work has primarily been residential . . .[as] . . .there was les 
distinction made between commercial, institutional, and residential architectural 
practice than there is now. "(Ibid.)

Raymond and Frances Hockenberry had two sons, Earl (b. 1906) and Raymond, Jr. (b. 
1913). (6, 12) During their nine years in Portland, the Hockenberry family lived in no 
fewer than eight separate residences, according to Portland City Directories from 1906 to 
1915.(14) The addresses, especially in the later years, are progressively further northeast, 
in the direction of Portland's expansion. It is possible that this constitutes a pattern, i.e., 
of building a house more or less "on spec", and occupying it until the next one is built, 
and so on, which a comparison of old and new addresses might reveal.
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The few known works of Raymond N. Hockenberry during his brief practice in Portland 
show him to have made a significant contribution to Oregon's architectural legacy. It 
would be interesting to see what further systematic research might unearth concerning 
other architectural works by Raymond Hockenberry.

The Post-Portland Years
In anyone's life, changes in direction can come about through choice or chance, 
depending on circumstances of time, place and conditions. Thus a promising 
architectural career for young Hockenberry made an abrupt turn, as the United States 
was drawn into World War I, and residential construction in Portland "came to a 
standstill," according to Hockenberry's second son, Raymond, Jr.

The Hockenberry family moved to Bronxville, New York, where Raymond became 
involved in the design of war materiel plants. After the war he designed heating 
systems for commercial and apartment buildings in New York City for thirty years.(6)

Never a member of the American Institute of Architects*, Hockenberry nonetheless 
remained active architectural and engineering circles, as well as music and sports 
groups in New York City. He never again took up residential architecture. (6) He died 
October 17, 1951, in Bronxville, New York (5,6,11).
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10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Lots 9 and 10, and the East 25 feet of lots 11 and 12, Block 47, Irvington Addition to 
the City of Portland, County of Multnomah, State of Oregon.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
Boundaries are as legally defined lot numbers, block numbers and additions.
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ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

Photograph list
August Olson House
Portland, Multnomah, Oregon
Photographed by Elizabeth Atly November 29,1995
Negatives held by Art Demuro, 2509 N.E. 18th Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97212

1. East (front) Facade, from N.E. Eighteenth Avenue
2. Southeast Corner, from corner of N.E. Brazee Street and N.E. Eighteenth Avenue
3. South Facade, from N.E. Brazee Street
4. South Side of Property, fro across N.E. Brazee Street, including Three-Car Garage
5. Southwest corner, Stone Wall and Stairs, and Brick Wall, from Sidewalk on Brazee
6. Detail of Stonework at South Stair
7. West Facade
8. Detail of West (rear) Entry, showing connection points for Pergola
9. Northwest Corner, showing former Porch, now enclosed and inaccessible from 

outside
10. Detail of North Facade, showing Dining Room Bay Window and Brick Wall
11. Northeast Corner
12. Detail of Porch and Stone Wall from Front
13. Porch Detail from Northeast Corner, showing Clinker Brick and River Rock
14. Entry Hall, facing West, from Front Entry
15. Entry Hall, facing East, from Stair
16. Axis from Dining Room, through Entry Hall and Living Room to Fireplace
17. Reverse Axis from Living Room through Entry Hall to Dining Room
18. Fireplace
19. Floor Detail, showing location of former partial wall at center of Living Room
20. Detail of Ceiling, Wainscot, and Pocket Door at Dining Room. Current Owner 

has restore original Woodwork and replace missinG Plate Rail
21. Detail of Stair Rail, restored by Owner, from Landing
22. Detail of Stair Rail at Second Story. Rail and Posts at left have been added by Current 

Owner to match original Rail and Posts.
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Appendices

A. William and Elizabeth Irving Donation Land Claim (22)
B. Original plat of Irvington (22)
C. Sanborn Map 1909 (18)**
D. August Olson Obituary, Portland Oregonian, January 30,1937
E. Plumbing permit for R.N. Hockenberry & August Olson. Shows footprint of house
F. Sanborn Map 1924 (18)**
G. Chimneypiece from Stickley (21)
H. Photograph of Raymond Hockenberry from 1903 Onandogan (12)
I. Survey form for Jorgenson House**
J. Survey form for Nash House**
K. Survey form for Gilbert House**
L. Photograph of Crater Lake Lodge**
M. Multnomah County Assessors Map showing location of property 1995
N. Site Plan of August Olson House in 1995
O. First Floor As-Is Plan of August Olson House in 1995
P. Second Floor As-Is Plan of August Olson House in 1995

**From Oregon Historic Society
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A CRAFTSMAN HOUSE WITH TOWER CONSTRUCTION

A CORKER OF THE LIVING ROOM, LOOKING INTO THE DINING ROOM SO THAT THE POST-AND-PANEL CONSTRUCTION 

WHICH INDICATES A DIVISION BETWEEN THE TWO ROOMS IS PLAINLY SHOWN. THE CHIMNEYPIECE IS MADE OF 

LARGE SQUARE TILES, MATT-FINISHED IN A DULL TONE OF BROWNISH YELLOW AND BOUND AT THE CORNERS WITH 

STRIPS OF EITHER COPPER OR IRON. THE FIREPLACE HOOD IS OF COPPER AND THE ANDIRONS OF WROUGHT IRON. 

COMBINED WITH THE BROWN OF THE OAK OR CHESTNUT WOODWORK. THIS WOULD FORM THE BASIS OF A RICH AND 

QUIET COLOR SCHEME.
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Historic
Resource
inventory
CITY Of rORTLANQ/ORIGCHr^-/

N.

i

0-683-00226

226 s.f/. Parks ide Drive

Parks ide, Block 3, Tax Lot I 
QUARTER SECTION MAP #: 3026 
Arlington Heights

ORIGINAL FUNCTION: Residence

DATE BUILT: 1913

STYLE: Twentieth Century Colonial

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS BY: Hockenberry , Raymond

ORIGINAL OWNER: Jorgensen, Edwin D.

TAX ASSESSOR'S ACCOUNT If: R-64840-0530 
ZONING: R7

Rank III

SPECIAL FEATURES AND MATERIALS:
intersecting hip roof with wide overhanging eaves and decorative cornice.
Bevel siding. One-over-one, double-hung windows. Grotto and arbor.

SPECIAL F/M - SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION: 
Entrance changed, south wing added, 1923.

OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture, Curiosity and Visual Arts, in association 
If I '*ith Edwin Jorgensen *1*

Appendix I



Historic
Resource
Invento
CITY OF OREGON.

0-769-02S62

2362 s.F/. Rutland Terrace

Arlington Heights .and Replat, Block 24, Lot 11; BLock 21, Tax Lot 7 of 3, 5, 6 
QUARTER SECTION MAP #: 3026 
Arlington Heights

ORIGINAL FUNCTION: Residence

DATE BUILT: 1914

STYLE: Twentieth Century Colonial

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS 3Y: Hockenberry , Raymond

ORIGINAL OWER: Nash, William S.

TAX ASSESSOR'S ACCOUNT #: R-03750-7290, R-03750-5990
ZONING: R7
Rank III
SPECIAL FEATURES AND MATERIALS:
Hip roof with wide overhanging eaves, boxed cornice with decorative rafter
ends. Bevel siding. Multi-light casement windows.

SPECIAL F/M - SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION:
Porch added, 1932. Garage added, 1919, and converted to studio, 1976.
Breakfast room, 1975.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture

Appendix J



istoric 
^source

-633-00216

16 S.W. ParAside Drive

arkside, Block 3, Lot 23, East 25' of Lots 21, 22 
UARTER SECTION MAP if: 3026 
rlington Heights

RIGINAL FUNCTION: Residence

ATE BUILT: 1916

'TYLE: Twentieth Century Colonial

ARCHITECTURAL PL AN S BY: Hockenberry, R., Bennes, John Virginius (?)

ORIGINAL OWNER: Gilbert, Frank S.

rAX ASSESSOR'S ACCOUNT #: R-64840-0760 
ZONING: R7

Rank III

SPECIAL FEATURES AND MATERIALS:
Gable roof with shed-roofed dormer. Bevel siding. Entrance porch has hip 
roof and boxed columns. Entrance door has single light. Sidelights. 
Eight-over-one, double-hung windows..

SPECIAL F/M - SIGNIFICANT ALTERATION: 
Garage, 1920.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture Appendix K
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