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counted and discarded durlng theuexcavations. Society members are apparently
1nterested in seeing an analysis performed but funding and professional guidance
has not been secured for this purpose’to date. For some research objectives
(e.g., faunal studies), this material may be'very useful; for other kinds (e.g.,
lithic utilization);vthe cq}legg%ﬂn pyqﬁedures employed may limit the usefulness
of the collections. . vl R T

Because of ongoing collector activity: and the demonstrated presence of a

large prehistoric.cemetery, Fhe University of’ Idaho under the direction of David
Rice relocated an additional. 100 burials under contract with the Corps of Engi-
neers in 1975. Again, two.stratigraphically separated modes of disposing of the
dead were observed and these were distinguishable by the character of mortuary
furniture, degree of’ skeletal articu;ation, and pos1tioning
' The most recent archaeological investigations on the site were conducted

by the Washlngton Archaeologicpl Reseaxch Center. under the 'direction of Randall

Schalk in the spring of 1979. Testing 'of the site was aimed at definition of the

YA

horizontgl extent of the site, stratigraphic variatlon across the site, and the
extent of disturbance to the site.” 'Forty-seven ‘back-hoe test pits (.8 m x 4.5 m)
were excavated at 80 meter intervals to recover this information. This work not
only established that the site was much more extensive than had been previously
assumed but also that intact deposits predating the housepit occupations exist
within it. Radiocarbon dates on these earlier deposits are not yet available.
The site, then, contains an extensive prehistoric occupation including
house remains.and other structures commonly associated with winter villages.
It also contained a large prehistoric .cemetery. Deposits which underlie the
pithouse occupation are also present and may represent a seasonal fish camp.
Fvidence for a post~contact aboriginal occupation of the site exists in the
form of two scraping tools manufactured from bottle glass and trade beads re-
ported by-local collectors or found during the most recent work at the site.
Finally, historic occupation of ‘the site“is represented by two major conceniva-
tions of small cultural items (glass, ceramic, metal) - associated with the
original 1860's townsite and the re-located business district of the post-
railroad period. The site is a very large and complex one (see Appendix 2).
Present utilization of the site area involves primarily recreational actlv—
ities by residents of the adJacent townsite. These activities include fishlng,
boating, hiking, drinking, and artifact:collecting. Automobile access to the
site area has been prohibited since ‘pebcorps of Engineers installed a "hurri-
cane'" fence around most of thatmarea %F the. sprlng of 1979.
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The Umatilla site holds considerable potential for future studies that could
evaluate these alternative hypotheses. One of the earliest dates (2,420B.P.) on
an excavated pithouse for the entire Deschutes-Umatilla Plateau comes from this
site (Cole 1965). In addition, occupations which predate those containing the
pithouses have been documented to be present in the Umatilla site (Schalk 1980).
Also, a very large component of the site is known to contain more recent pithouse
village occupation - probably spanning the entire 3,000 years of the late pre-
historic record. Since faunal preservation is apparently good throughout the
deposits, monitoring trends and shifts in subsistence associated with the appear-
ance of winter sedentism should be possible with data from this site.

5
vgl("
:

:

% '

{'f

2) The study of late prehistoric social systems. The Columbia River offered
what was once one of the most productive inland fisheries in the world and the N
Deschutes-Umatilla region was especially optimal in this regard. For this reason, gggg
the prehistoric social systems that evolved in such an environment are of con- S
siderable importance to theoretical questions about the relationships between re- e
sources and spcial complexity among foraging peoples.

There are at least three kinds of data available or potentially avallable from
the Umatilla site which would be valuable to future studies of prehistoric social
organization and investigations into the origins of social complexity among foragers.
Perhaps the most obvious is the mortuary data. Although the value of mortuary prac-
tices for elucidation os social systems has been recognized.for some time, minimal

-~ research along these lines has been undertaken in Plateau archaeology.

One of the largest burial populations available from a single site in the
Plateau has been removed from the Umatilla site by the University of Idaho (Rice
1978). One group of the burials was interpreted as secondary interments and these
have been suggested as evidence for a.charnal house mode of disposing of the dead.

"This sort of burial practice is known ethnographically from areas west of Umatilla
along the Columbia but the antiquity, geographic distribution, and social siguifi-
cance of the practice is not known. Ethnographically, at least, charnal houses
were utilized by those groups in the Plateau which were characterized by a substan- .
tial degree of social stratification. Though descriptive information on the Umatilla
burials has been published (Rice 1978), no systematic investigation has been.under-
taken regarding evidence for ranking,'relationships between sex and age and burial
furniture, burial position and orientation. " In addition to this largely unanalyzed .
body of data, it is not improbable that more burials exist in the large portion of
‘the site that remains intact.’ The unrealized potential of these data is probably
one of the most valuable avenues to future studies of prehistoric social systems in !
this region. e g i

The second variety of data ‘that has been demonstrated to be available in the

Umatilla site is the spatial arrangement and organization of houses, features, arti- ?%x;
facts, and debris in the deposits of - the habitation site itself. Social organiza- |
tion should be reflected in the size and internal structure of domestic facilities, [

the spatial relations of houses .to one another, the patterned distribution of arti- ;
facts, features, and debris.yighig.pbe.gccupapions. Previous information recovered
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Chinese materials and future investigat?.ons might delineate the locat
Chinese dwellings within the’ community ‘Along these same lines, this

"
Umat:.lla site hasﬁ jelded
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site was

the largest winter village of. theH Umatilla people during the mid-1800's and the

one from which they derived their
site's capacity to produce’ knowledge:a})out the cul
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name.’ Cultural value is thus embodied in this
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Burtchard, Greg ' ~ ‘
In Press Processes of Historic'Change in-Umatilla and the Columbia Basin..

In Archaeological Investigatiors for ‘the Second Powerhouse Project

at McNary Dam, Near Umatilla, Oregon. . Project Report of the Wash-—

ington Archaeological. Research Center, Washlngton State Unlver31ty,

Pullman.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
fet 1)

The Umatilla site 1s sltuated paral}el to the Columbla Rlver ,above and below
the mouth of the Umatilla River. It adjoins the northern edge of the modern town
of Umatllla. Actual boundaries of the site were established in two ways. ' The
area of the site lying above the mouth of the Umatilla was defined on the basis
of artifact and debris densities in subsurface tests that were distributed sys-—
tematlcally at 80 meter intervals (see Appendix 1). The area below the mouth of
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Randall Schalk/Research Archaeologlst _
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In compllance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nomlnate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State
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evaluate its significance.. The evaluated level of significance is Nattonal State _____lLocal.
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Cole, David L.
1966 Report on Archaeological Research in the John Day Dam Reservoir
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Area - 1967. 'Museum'of"Natnral'History. Eugene, Oregon. ;
Den Beste, Kenneth and Lois Den Beste
1974 Fleld Notes and Observations on Site 35UM35D (0ld Umatilla, Oregon)
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: W.H. Lever Publisher. » bl
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1971 Preliminary Report on Excavations at Old Umatilla (35UM35). Umatilla
County, Oregon. University of Idaho. Moscow, Idaho.
1978 Removal and Reinternment of Indian Burials from Old Umatilla Townsite,
John Day Project. Laboratory of Anthropology. University of Idaho. '
Moscow,  Idaho. N AT R i
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In Archaeological Investigatlons for the Second Powerhouse Project at Egﬁk
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the.Umatilla River was definedfby“the'distribution of artifacts and debris visible
on the ground surface and.alqngfthgggiverhbankr(see also Appendix 4: site form
for 35 UM 14). I

4 Vet 1 .,
A

The prehistoric‘and:histofidinemainsiare enclosed by a quadrangle 2,640 s
meters in length and varying from’350 meters width at the western end of the gg%ﬁ
site to 440 meters at the eastern end. ' The northern side of the quadrangle b

parallels the present reservoir shoreline and embraces the pre-reservoir beach
frontage to the site (see.encloged U.S5.G.S. map). The eastern side of the quad-
rangle is placed so it encloses "thejmost easterly test pit that pro-
duced prehistoric.enltnral material.. /

. ] } These
areas were defined by test pits,”informant testimony, old photographs, and his-
torical records. Appendices 1 and 2 include various maps of the prehistoric and

- historic remains and prpvide»theiqu@%ﬁicgtion*fbr'the‘site boundaries defined
here. - S O ¢ T R SN
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APPENDIX 2




TABLE 10-2.

Total Volume

JROVEIN

124

ESTIMATED TOTAL VOLUME OF UMATILLA SITE MINUS ESTIMATES OF
DISTURBANCE VOLUMES

-

of Archaeological

Deposits in the Site 216,414 m3

t

Volume Disturbed by Pot-holes
(estimated from surface maps . \ 3
and multiplied by 5) -7,785 m

Volume'excavated in Previous 5
Archaeological Projects. 7 =2,29 m

Volume Disturbed in Various

Earth-moving Activities 3
(sewers, water-lines, cellars, etc.) -30,000 m
Volume Excavated during Present 3
Project -208 m

ESTIMATED VOLUME OF INTACT DEPOSITS 176,335 m3
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Portions of this file have been redacted to
meet Oregon State law (ORS 192.501(11)).

More information may be available upon request.
Contact the Oregon State Archaeologist for details.




