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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bay E of the West Ankeny Car Barns is a single-story rectangular building of brick
construction measuring 50x185'. The interior is open, except for the south end bay which
is partitioned for offices and toilet facilities on the ground level and a mezzanine above.
The roof is supported by wooden trusses of a modified Pratt type using steel vertical tie
rods and with top extensions to frame the continuous roof monitor skylight. Brickwork is
unornamented except for the projecting courses articulating the south face. The pattern
is common running bond with every seventh course laid with headers. Window sills and wall
copingsare of in-situ cast concrete. Metal window sash and metal clad fire doors are
used, as is a composition roof. The building is protected by automatic sprinklers through-
out. It is sound and in maintained condition. The brick walls and piers are in need of
repointing, but otherwise appear sound.

In 1933, East Burnside Street was widened, and the project required the south end
facade to be rebuilt along original lines. Existing glazing on the south end dates from
the 1930s. Historically, the building functioned as a general maintenance shed. Street
cars were rolled in through the open north end fronting on NE Couch Street. Today, the
north end is enclosed with a temporary wood wall. Apart from those modifications, the
structure is unaltered. There appears to be no evidence today of an internal turn-a-round
system for the cars. The space to the east formerly occupied by Bay D of the Ankeny Car
Barns is now cleared and used for outside storage and parking. Overhead lines have been
removed and streetcar tracks have been paved over.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Street railways had a leading role in Portland's development and expansion. Their
routes--later linking into the present public transportation network--and the neighborhoods
which they were built to serve, gave Portland its present form. Streetcar transportation
grew with the city and reached its peak of service in the early 1940s. Out of eight street-
car bars which once were distributed throughout Portland, only three have remained to the
present day. These are the Center Street Shops (now being demolished), the Sellwood Car
Barns, and Bay E of the Ankeny Car Barns*. Bays D and E--variously designated 'West Ankeny
Car Barns'" or 'Couch Street Car Barns', depending on the particular map or reference con-
sulted--were part of the facilities supporting the Montavilla, Rose City, Sandy Boulevard
streetcar lines. This complex was conceived in 1890 when the Portland and Fairview Railway

Company planned the route, hyt was cons ted after 1892 hy t%ﬁ.su sor City and Sub-
urban Railway Company. Thg%gg‘ o@&E dogl%%ﬁe Eﬁ 24 ? WV&@@ , between East -
Burnside and NE Couch Streets. The facilities later expanded to lots southeast and north-
west of the intersection of East Burnside Street and 28th Avenue.

The history of these streetcar lines and their supporting facilities is intimately con-
nected with Portland's physical, political and economic development. The names of many
prominent Portlanders appear in the records of the successive traction companies, names
such as Tyler Woodward, Henry Failing, H.C. Campbell, J.C. Ainsworth and C.A. Dolph. The
property is part of the original 1850 land claims of J.N. Dolph and Joseph Simon.

With the platting of Laurelhurst in 1904 on the lands of William S. Ladd's 'Hazelfern
Farm,'" the Montavilla streetcar line played a central role in this landmark real estate
development. Much of the romance of Portland's trolleycar era was captured by Oregon poet
and writer Ben Hur Lampman in his Qut at the End of the Car Line. The Lampmans'
residence was at the end of the Montavilla carline, SE 84th Avenue and East Burnside Street.

The Ankeny Car Barns continued in use until February, 1950, when the '"Owl Run'" of the
Willamette Heights streetcar left the end of the run (NW Gordon and Thurman Streets) at
5:54 AM and traversed the city, ending at the Ankeny Car Barns. The car barns were sold by
Portland Traction Company to the Bitar Brothers in June, 1954.

Bay E of the Ankeny Car Barns remains as a prominent brick witness to the streetcar erc
in East Portland. It is located among a collection of contemporary McKinley Era buildings
around a principal intersection on the city's east side. Two corners of this intersection
have their original wooden construction-shop and apartment structures standing in good con-
dition. Directly south of the car barn is an early motor garage and service station build-
ing which is well maintained. The 1920s Laurelhurst Theater occupies the northwest corner
of the intersection adjacent to the car barn property. The car barn is suitable for res-
toration and adaptation to a variety of commercial uses which would not compromise its
structural integrity.

*NOTE: The transit system along Burnside was known as the East Ankeny Line. On it was a
car barn complex known as the Ankeny Car Barns. It consisted of two groups of buildings,
one west of 28th Avenue, and one east cof 28th Avenue. It is the only surviving remnant of
the complex (Bay E of the westerly Ankeny complex) which is the subject of this nomination.
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Bay E. West Ankeny Car Barns
2706 NE Couch Street
Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

South face, fronting East Burnside
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Albert W. Solheim photo, 1978
117 SW Taylor ,OO'CJ
Portland, OR 97204 0CT 10 1978
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Bay E, West Ankeny Car Barns
2706 NE Couch Street
Portland, Multnomah County, Oregon

Detail of south face rebuilt along ori-
ginal linegafter street-widening in 1933.
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Albert W. Solheim photo, 1978

117 SW Taylor POE
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Bay E. West Ankeny Car Barns
2706 NE Couch Street
Portland, Multnomah Co,Oregon
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North face and west elevation,
showing central monitor.

Albert W. Solheim photo, 1978
117 SW Taylor
Portland, OR 97204



1.

USE

m

S

S-r
maC.e
Our

o
o
==
x




Bay E, West Ankeny Car Barns
2706 NE Couch Street
Portland, Multnomah Co, Oregon

Detail of north face (originally
open to receive streetcars)
fronting NE Couch St. Temporary
wood wall is of comparatively
recent date. ,
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Albert W. Solheim photo, 1978
117 SW Taylor
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Portland, OR 9720 DOC/
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Bay E. West Ankeny Car Barn
2706 NE Couch Street
Portland, Multnomah Co, Oregon
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Interior view showing roof
trusses and continuous monitor.
Looking toward south end.

Albert W. Solheim photo, 1978
117 SW Taylor NEE.
Portland, OR 97204[)CT 10 1978
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Bay E. West Ankeny Car Barn
2706 NE Couch Street
Portland, Multnomah Co., Oregon
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Detail of east wall originally
shared by Bay D. )=
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Albert W. Solheim photo, 1978
117 SW Taylor
Portland, OR 97204
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West Ankeny Car Barns, Bays D
and E

Portland, Multnomah Co, Oregon
Portland Railway, Light and
Power Company photo, c. 1911

Oregon Historical Society

1230 SW Park Avenue

Portland, OR 97205 _ ACE
(nes. #128-12) 0CY 101978
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West Ankeny Car Barns
Portland, Multnomah Co, ‘Oregon
Portland Railway, Light and
Power Company photo, c. 1912

8ot 8  Aug ey

Car No. 450 and the north (en-
trance-exit) end, Bay E

Oregon Historical Society
1230 SW Park Ave. (Neg. #129-54)
Portland. OR 97205



