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CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON,

1-010-00611

611 S.W. Tenth Avenue
Portland, Block 252, Lots 1, 2
OQUARTER SECTION MAP #: 3028

Downtown Community Association

ORIGINAL NAME: Seward Hotel
OTHER NAMES: Governor Hotel

ORIGINAL FUNCTION: Hotel

DATE BUILT: 1909

STYLE: Zig-zag Moderne

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS BY: Knighton, William C.
ORIGINAL OWNER: Rosenblatt, G.

TAX ASSESSOR'S ACCOUNT #: R-66772-7880
ZONING: Clz

Rank I
HISTORIC DISTRICT: Glazed Terra Cotta (potentiall )
SPECIAL FEATURES AND MATERIALS:
Grey brick with off-white glazed terra cotta ornament. Ornament 1s geometric

with shield shapes, squares, and large beads preflominating. Double-hung
windows with wooden sash at upper floors. Copper entrance marquise. Mosaic
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work in parapet cartouche. Leaded slag-glass f
wainscotting and mosaic tile floor in vestibuld
present lobby, corner retail space, and main st

SPECIAL F/M - ORIGINAL REMOVED:
Street level windows at corner. Fire escape rd

ARFAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Architecture
Architecture: Glazed terra cotta was used as an
and for individual decorative elements in build
1900:to: 1930,
to concrete blocks but have decorative glazed f
fine clay into plaster molds. The clay blocks
fired.

Because terra cotta was fireproof, lightweight
inexpensive to produce, it was the favored mate
structures built during Portland's era of rapid
ornament (concrete), developed inthe late 1920d
gradually gained popularity over terra cotta.
mass-produced aluminum and glass-wall systems,
ceased altogether.

Although most glazed terra cotta buildings in P
the downtown retail core, there are numerous sc|
with glazed terra cotta decoration scattered th

The ornament on the Seward Hotel is very unusua
Portland when it was built, said in a recent in
was considered "far out,"” and added that he tho
bit overboard on the outside." A nearly shield-
in numerous locations both on the facade and in
trademark, occuring in his residential and comm
well as the other pure geometric shapes on the

avant-garde design in Vienna just after the tur]

of the Seward's terra cotta shapes are almost i
1900 buffet by Kolaman Moser.

The building has two light courts, one in the c
side. Many rooms face into these courts. Outs
baths, interior rooms share common baths. The
floors and marble toilet stalls. The basic str
12 x 12 posts and 4 x 16 and 6 x 16 joists.

The lobby was originally in the corner space.
area, and a small reading room, the street floo

Much of the original interior woodwork in the f
The first floor corj

the main stairway remains.
considerably modified and the fire escape balco
from the center of one of the large parapet car

the building is well preserved.

anels flanking entrance. Onyx
Dark stained woodwork in
air. Wood framing.

ilings.

exterior sheathing material
ings in Portland from about

Terra cotta blocks (which are similar in size and configuration

aces) were made by pressing
were then glazed, dried, and

and, compared to carved stone,
rial forthe large commercial
growth. However, cast stone

, was even less expensive, and
Later, with the introduction of
the use of decorative masonry

prtland are found in and around
hools and apartment buildings
roughout the metropolitan area.

!, Fred Baker, working in
terview that at that time it
pght Knighton "went a little
shaped motif which is repeated
the interior was Knighton's
prcial work. This motif, as
Seward, were earmarks of the

h of the century. In fact, some
dentical to drop pulls on a

enter and one on the south

ide rooms have connecting
community baths have hex-tile
ncture is wood with 10 x 10 and

Except for the lobby, check-in
r was given over to retail.
irst floor public area and in
her windows have been
ny railings replaced.
Ffouches are missing.

Mosaics
Otherwise
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ORIGINAL BUILDING PERMIT #: 11880

Present owners, as of May 1980: Lee A. and Flor
MAILING ADDRESS: 5100 S.W. Laurelwood Drive, H

No Preservation Funding
Negative: 122-8, 111-9

Score - Design/Construction: 18
Score - Historical:

Score - Rarity:

Score - Environment: 10

Score - Integrity: 10

Score - Intrinsic: 18

Score - Contextual: 20

Score - Total: 83
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s
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rlton, George McMath, and Anne

arilton,. 1979,

by Janet Charlton and Virginia
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CONDITION: GOOD

OREGON INVENTORY OF H
HISTORIC RESOURCE

ISTORIC PROPERTIES
SURVEY FORM

COUNTY: Multnom

HIST. NAME: Seward Hotel
COMMON NAME: Governor Hotel
ADDRESS: SW 10th & Alder
CITY: Portland, Oregon

OWNER:

-T/R/S:
MAP NO.:
ADDITION:
BLOCK:

TAX LOT:

PLAN TYPE/SHAPE:
NUMBER OF STORIES:
FOUNDATION MATERIALS:
BASEMENT (Y/N):

ROOF FORM & MATERIALS:
WALL/FRAME:

PRIMARY WINDOW TYPE:

EXTERIOR SURFACING MATERIALS:

DECORATIVE FEATURES:

FAIR POOR
EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS (D
NOTEWORTHY LANDSCAPE FEATURES:
ASSOCIATED STRUCTURES:

KNOWN ARCHEOLOGICAL FEATURES:

MOVED

h

ATE OF CONSTRUCTION:
RIGINAL USE:

RESENT USE:

RCHITECT:

UILDER:

HEME: Ethnic immigration
TYLE:

LD ADDRESS:

See National Register Nomination
and Significance

Statement

(DATE)

ATED):

LDG. STRUC. DIST. SITE. OBIJ.
LOT: QUAD:
TAX ACCOUNT NUMBER:
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OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

NAME: T\R\S:
ADDRESS: MAP NO.: TAX LOT:

QUADRANGLE:
SETTING:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: (Historical and/or| architectural importance, dates,

events, persons, contexts)
The subject property was the Seward Hotel in the 1920s and 1930s. It, along with

the Portland Hotel and then the Imperial Hotel, provided significant employment
for the many African American hotel workers in the fifst half of the 20th century.

SOURCES: The Advocate newspaper

RECORDED BY: DATE:
SHPO INVENTORY NO.: 27




OREGON INVENTORY
HISTORIC RESOURCE

NAME: T\R\
ADDRESS:

OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
i SURVEY FORM

S:
NO.: TAX LOT:
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NEGATIVE NO.:
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PLEASE PLACE HERE:

SITE MAP SCHEMATIC DRAWING
SHOWING INVENTORIED BUILDING (S)
AND INCLUDING OUTBUILDINGS,
STRUCTURES, ROADS, AND HISTORIC
LANDSCAPING, IF APPROPRIATE
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GRAPHIC & PHOTO RESOURCES:
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Buildings of Pg

rtland’s African American History

Dsco-Millig'an Foundation
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