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vsical description of property and statement of historical significance:

( This plazed terra-cotta building is one of approximately 50
constructed in Portland's downtown area between 1900 and 1930.
During this period major commercial development shifted away
from the strip of land along the Willamette River to border
the principal street car routes on Morrison and Washington,
As the street car system spread into outlying residential
arcas (Portland Heights, Willamette lleights, Ladd's Addition
Lanrelhurst, eteL ) it brought increasing numbers of workers
and shoppers downtown. And as the demand for office and retail
space increased the construction of taller huildings became
ecanamically feasihle. Thesec toller buildings required a
Tieht weirht and fireproof facine,  Terra cotta met these o
reauirenents. It was also relatively inexnensive and could
accommodate varvine derrees of ornamentation - traits
fostered its use for Mibliec huildines of all heirhts,
“hile viaclazed terra cotta had heen used for the Romanesque
huildines constructed hefore 1900, the predominently Classical
Revival buildines followine 1900 featured terra cotta rlazed
either buff or eream to mive the appearance of stone, (con't)
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Designed hy Doyle & Patterson and built for the H.W., Corbett
Estate and O'Shea Bros. to house Lipman, Wolfe & Co., this
half-block, ten-story buvilding is sheathed entirely in white
rlazed terra cotta., Unlike most buildings of the time it has
no light courts. The basic structure is composed of a steel
frame with concrete ribhed slahs formed around intepgral terra
cotta tiles. Bays are 19'x25', 1t was designed to carry an
additional four stories, which were never added,

The facade is divided vertically into four sections by cornices
above the second and eighth floors and at the roof, and by a
helt course above the third floor., The classically-derived
ornamental motifs are quite varied: lamb's tongue, bhead and
reel, medallions, epgg and dart, torus moldings, dentils,
antefixae, wreaths and meandering f{rets. During the 1930s

a lions head fell from the roof cornice and, as a result, all
cornices in the downtown area were examined hy the City
Inspectors and those found unsafe had to be either removed or
repaired, The Lipman cornice was, fortunately, repaired and
some of the lions replaced with fibre plass copies.

The upper, modified Chicago windows are of wood, The original
window and door frames for the lower. floors are of decorative
cast iron. There were initially cast-iron and glass canopies
at the main entrances. The original medium gray granite base
is still in place,.

The interior was decorated with ornamental plaster work. Some
of the oripinal cast-iron stair railings remain, Fred Baker
recalls that the building was lit by carbon arc lamps- with

mas jets on top.

Gladding, McBean & Co., of Lincoln, California, supplied the
terra cotta., Spokane Ornamental Irounworks was one of the other
subh-contractors.

Alhertll. Doyle (1879-1928), whose firm was responsible for the
desipn of 12 glazed terra-~cotta buildings in downtown Portland,
was apprenticed for 12 years to architects Whidden & Lewis.

In 1903 Doyle left Portland for New York where he attended
design classes at Columbia University and worked in the office
of Henry Bacon., In the spring of 1906 he sailed for Furope to
study and travel. Returning to Portland Doyle opened an office
early in 1907. By 1208 he had taken on W.5. Patterson as a
partner. J.G. Beach, an. engineer, joined the firm for brief
periods in 1913 and 1920,

Lipman, Wolfe & Co. was founded in 1850 by Soloman Lipman as a
small merchandise store in Sacramento. Other branches were
subsequently opened in Napa and Virginia City. Adoliphe Wolfe
(1848-1934), Lipman's nephew, left his native Germany in 1863
for California where he worked for his uncle. In 1880 Lipman
sent Wolfe to Portland to establish a store. Wolfe purchased
the small store of Clark, Henderson & Cook on FFirst and Washing-
ton. Later his uncle joined him and they relocated in the
Dekum Bvilding where they remained until the 1912 move to
[FAfth., The store has been sold five times: to National Dept.
Store, Sonth American Platinum Co., Roberts Bros., Dept. Store,
Dayton Hudson, and in 1979 to Trederick & Nelson,



Lipman, Wolfe & Co. - Portland

H.W. Corbett (1827-1903) moved to Portland from New York at apge
24 to’ open- 'the H.W., Corbett Co.,a general merchandise store

at I'ront and Oak, He was subsequently financially involved in
the First National Bank, Oregon Iron Works, Willamette Iron Yorks
City and Suburban Railway Co., Portland Gas Co, and the

Portland Hotel Co. , to name a few, By 1870 he had hecome the
largest non-corporate investor in downtown real estate. He was
twice elected U.5. Senator, served as County Commissioner and
was appointed to the Water Committice.

The 0'Shea Brothers, John I'. and James D,, are listed in the

1911 City Directory as "capitalists" with offices in the
Merchants Trust Buildiog,
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