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County Hultnomab
Theme {ilared Terra Coftta
Name

(Common) ©~ix Twenty Southwest Fifth

(Historic) tailing Building

Address G20 5.W, Mifth Ave,

Fortland

Hew York Life Insurance Co.

Present Owner
c/0 J.85, Newberry Co.

Address £88 Seventh Av,.lNew York, H.Y.
10010

Original Use Retail/0Office

Date of Construction 1907/1911(2)1913(?)

“nysical description of property and statement of historical significance:

This mlazed terra-cotta building is one of approximately 50

constructed in Portland's downtown area between 1900 and 1930,

During this period major commercial development shifted away

from the strip of land along the Willamette River to horder

the principal street car routes on Morrison and Washington.

As the street car system spread into outlying residential

areas (Portland Heights, Willamette Heights, Ladd's Addition

Leaurelhurst, etc.) it brought increasing numbers of workers

and shoppers downtown. And as the demand for office and retail

space increased the construvction of taller buildings became

econamically feasible. These taller huildines required a

lirht weight and fireproof faciner. Terra cotta met these

reaquirenents. It was also relatively inexnensive and could

accomadate varying desrees of ornamentation -~ traits which

fostered its use for puhlic huildines of all heiphts.

While nnmlazed terra cotta had heen used for the Romanesnue

huildinrs constructed hefore 1900, the predominently Classical

Revival bheildings following 1500 featured terra cotta mlazed

either huff or cream to zive the anpearance of stone. (con't)
continue on back if necessar
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The Failing Building, designed by Whidden & Lewis, was constructed

as a six-story structure for the Jlenry IPailing Estate in 1907.
Later, in 1911 or 1913, six stories were added and the . cream
colored glazed terra cotta apparently re-installed at the top
two stories.
Specifications for the 1907 portion called for sill courses of
even-colored Tenino stone; street walls faced with standard
pressed face brick of Gladding, McBean & Co,'s make, laid in
colored mortar with ruled joints; floors of reinforced concrete;
and poultry netting around celumns. The bripk'is of a yellowish
hue, popular in Portland around the turn of. the century A
rendering by Wilding dated 1913 shows a side canopy along
the full length of bhoth street facades. The" ring also
shows columns and spandrels at the first two f s fTaced
W]ih terra cotta and the bays in this retail base:completely
filled with glass. Terra-cotta decoration~at the upper
windows includes a Kkeystone with fishscale design and window
surrounds with lauvrel leaf design, .
The lower flcors were remodeled for Newherry's in 1951 usiug
extruded glazed terra cotta. Glenn Stanton was the archltect
The firm of Whidden & Lewis was respons1ble for the de51 of
eight glazed terra-cotta bhuildings in downtown P.rtland.
William H. Whidden (died in 1925) cawme to Portland from: Ne
York in 1882 to supervise construction of the Portland Hotel for
McKEim, Mead & White. VWhen construction on the hotel ceased
Vh]dden went back PFast , returning to Portland in 1888 when
work resumed, “In 1882 he was joined by his friend and
classmate Ion Lewis and the two established an office. Ion
Lewis preéw up in the Boston area and craduated from MIT. He
worked briefly for Peabody & Stearns. He was born in 1858 and
died in 1833,
Gevurtz was the original tenant in the Failing Building.
Later it housed part of Meier & Frank while their half block
addition was under construction., Tt did not actually become
known as the Failing Building until the 1901 Failing Buildiing
was re-named the Ppstal Building.
Henry Failing (1837-98) was bhorn in New York City where he
went to work at age twelve in a New York counting house. In
1851 at age 17 he came to Portland with his brother John and
father J031a1 Within tws years Josiah had established a
business, J. Failing & Co., on Front Street and had heen
elected mavor., In 1858 Henry married Henry W. Corhett's
sister and five vears later he and Corhett houpht contral of
the First National Bank. 1In 1871 the hrothers—in-law merged
the two family merchandise houses into the Corhett-Failing
Company wheih hecame the largest hardware supnly business in
the MNorthwest., Henry Failing was a penerouns svpporter of
cultural and religious activities. le was widely read in

"""""

literature, science and the arts. He was twice elected mayor
of Portland., At his death in 1898 his estate listed 38 lots
of prime downtown property.




e P g T e R P PR i

Failing Building - Portland

Sources Consultied:

MacColl, Kimbhark, The Shaping of a City. Portland, 1976,

Vaughan, Thomas and Ferriday, Virginia Guest, Space, Style
and Structure; Building in Northwest America. Portland, 1974,

Withey, Henry I', and DIlsie Rathburn, Biographical Dictionary
Of American Architects (Deceased). Los Angeles, 1956,

Portland Orepgonian, dJan. 27, 1907,

Portland Oregonian, March 31, 1907, p.30.

Portland Qregonian, Jan, 1, 1907, p. 2.

Portland Oregonian, Jan. 1, 1908, p. 4.
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