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Glazed Terra Cotta

Theme
e Roosevelt Plaza Apartments
(Common) 'oosevel =58 ,

Uﬁstoric) lNoosevelt llotel

[ T by h-k
Address 1005 S,W. Par

Portland

Present Owner lfns?d11¢torlTworinramcagh). Tne.

Address 720 Central Bldg. Seattle, Wash.,,
298104

Original Use Residential Hotel

Date of Construction 1924

iysical description of property and statement of historical significance:

This mlazed terra-cotta huilding is one of approximately 50

constructed in Portland's downtown areca between 1900 and 1930,

During this period major commercial development shifted away

from the strip of land along the Willamette River to border

the principal street car routes on Morrison and Washington.

As the street car system spread into outlying residential

areas (Portland Heipghts, Willamette Heights, Ladd's Addition

Laurelhurst, etc.) it brought increasing numbers of workers

and shoppers downtown. And as the demand for office and retail

space increased the construction of taller buildings hecame

econamically feasible., These taller buildings required a

Tioht weicht and fireproof faciny, Terra cotta met these oo

reauirenents, It was also relatively inexvensive and could

acconmodate varvine decrees of ornamentation - traits which

fostered its use for puhliec buildines of all heirghts,

Yhile vnslazed terra cotta had been used for the Romanesaque

huildines constructed hefore 1900, the predoninently Classical

Revival heildines followine 1900 featvred terra cotta slazed

either buff or cream to mive the appearance of stone, (con't)
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Public Service Building - Portland

Sources Consulted:

Dierdorff, John, How Iidison's Lamp Helped Light the West; The
Story of Pacific Power & Light Company and Its Pioncer IForebcars.
Portland, 1971,

Inventory Iorm, Portland Historical Landmarks Commission,
Manuscripts Collection, Photographs, Orepon Tistorical Society.

1y

Musicl, Felicity, "The Development of the Pacific Building and

the Public Service Building.," Unpublished thesis , Orepon Historical
Society.

Portland Oregonian, Aug, 17, 1947,

Splendid Survivors, Charles Hall Page & Associates, Inc. San

Franeisce, 1979,

Vaughan, Thomas and Ferriday, Virginia Guest, Space, Style and
Structure; Building in Northwest America. Portland, 1974.

Withey, Henry IF. and Elsie Rathburn, Biographical Dictionary of
American Architects (Deceased). Los Angeles, 1956,
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