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11 4 .
County Multnomah
T — Glazed Terra Cotta
Name Morgan Buildin
(Common) e B SARLTR

2 NS
) . Florman Duildinge
(Historic) i

720 5.W. Washington
Address i ; i

Portland

Present OQwner DMorrman Parlk Inc.

Address 700 Jackson Tower, Portland, 97204

Original Use Office/Retail

Date of Construction 1913

‘hysical description of property and statement of historical significance:

This gmlazed terra-cotta building is one of approximately 50
constructed in Portland's downtown area between 1900 and 1930,
During this period major commercial development shifted away
from the strip of land along the Willamette River to border
the principal street car routes on Morrison and Washington.

As the street car system spread into outlying residential
areas (Portland Heights, Willamette lleights, Ladd's Addition
Laurelhurst, etc.) it brought increasing numbers of workers
and shoppers downtown. And as the demand for office and retail
‘space increased the construction of taller buildings hecame
econamically feasible, These taller buildinegs required a
liecht weicht and fireproof facine. Terrs cotta met these
reanuirements, It was also relatively inexnensive and could
accaormodate varyine decrees of ornamentatiorn — traits which
fostered its use for public huildines of all heimhts,

“hile vnelazed terra cotta had heen used for the Romanesaque
huildinegs constructed hefore 1900, the predoninently Classical
Rewvival buildines followineg 1900 featured terra cotta mlazed
either huff-or eream to mive the appearance of stone., (con't)

ccorded by __Virginia Guest IPerriday Date DMarch 1980

or ~ L Sources Consulted: mee helow.
' N E
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Designed by Doyle & Patterson and built for the Morgan-Bushong
Investment Co. on land leased for 50 years from the IMechheimer
Istate, this eight-story, half-block building was originally
occupied predominently by physicians, :
The exterior is faced with red tapestry briclk and decorated with
cream-colored glazed terra cotta, The bracketed cornice is of
sheet metal. ‘The base is dark gray pgranite. Ornamental motifs
include dentils, fleur-de-lis, palmettes, egrm and dart, lamb's
tongue, bead and reel, acanthus leaves, shells, Neptune's forks,
and dolphins,

In 1966-67 the interior was extensively remodeled. The exterior
remains essentially as built. i

Alhert . Doyle (1879-1928), whose firm was responsihle for the
design of twelve glazed terla cotta buildings in downtown Portland,
was apprenticed for twelve vears to architects Whidden & Lewis.

In 1903 Doyle left Portland for New York where he attended design
classes at Columbia University and worked in the office of Henry
Bacon. 1In the spring of 1906 he sailed for Burope to study and
travel, Returning to Portland Doyle opened an office early in
1907, DBy 1908 he had taken on W.S. Patterson as a partner. .

J.G., Beach, and engineer, joined the firm for brief periods in

1913 and 1920.

W.L. Morgan (b. 1856), of Morgan-Bushong Investment Co., was a
native of Tennessee. He came to Portland in 1896. Having worked
for insuvrance companies in Tennessee, New York and Portland he
graduated in law at the University of Oregon in 1903 and went
into business for himself in 1904, . An apartment house which he
huilt in 1903 ( the Jefferson on 16th and Jefferson) was said to
have been the first in Portland. By 1913 when the Morgan Building
was constructed he had huilt 35 apartment houses and a half-
dozen business buildings. He was senior member of the firm of
Morgan, Fliedner and Boyce and president of the Morgan—-Bushong
Investment Co.

W.A.T., Bushong was formerly of the Bushong Printing Co.

Sources Consulted:

The Pacific Coast Architect, Vol. 5, (April 1913), p. 40, 41.

Photorraphs, Oregon Brass Works, Portland (alterations only).
Photographs, Orggon Historical Society.

Portland Oregonian, Jan. 1, 1914, Sec. 1, p. 1.

Portland 0reponiéh, April 4, 1966.

Portland Oregonian, Jan. 3, 1967

seraphook 45, p. 173, Oregon Historical Society,

Vaughan, Thomas and Ferriday, Virginia Guest, Space, Style, and
Structure; Building in Northwest America. Portland, 1974

Withey, Henry F. and Elsie Rathburn, %1orrdnhwr&] Dictionary of
Amerlaan Architects (Deceased) Los Angpeles 056,

Working Drawings (alterations only), City o! Prtland Bureau of Buildings
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