WASHINGTON COUNTY CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

RESOURCE NO.: _227/530
PRESENT OWNER: Southern Pacific Railroad T 1S R 2W Sec 10 e

ORIGINAL OWNER: _Oregon & California Railroad TAX LOT #:

. ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Benjamin Holladay CONDITION: _800d
LOCATION: CONSTRUCTION DATE: 1871
COMMON/HISTORIC NAME: Southern Pacific Railroad
USE: PRESENT__ Railroad THEME: History: Railroads

ORIGINAL _Railroad TYPE: Linear Resource
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Description of the resource and statement of historical significance:
(Continue on back if necessary)

LINEAR DESCRIPTION

The Southern Pacific Railroad line enters Washington County at Raleigh Hills

proceeds northwest through Tigard to Beaverton where it turns west, running
. through Hillsboro, Cornelius and Forest Grove. The main line then turns

south , running through Gaston and on into Yamhill County. A secondary line

runs further west out of Forest Grove through the Coast Range and out of

the county on its way to Tillamook on the coast.

CONTEXTUAL DESCRIPTION

The Southern Pacific Railroad and its antecedents comprised the main transportation
system in the Tualatin Valley from 1871 to the 1930's. As such, the various stops
along the route, such as Detour, Carnation, Kilgore, Eddy, Retlaw, Catching,

Job and Beburg comprise a significant group of historic sites. These were

the access points and/or mileposts along the railroad right-of-way that

marked its passage through the Tualatin Valley.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The present Southern Pacific Railroad line in Washington County is the product
of a series of nineteenth century railroad ventures. The original railroad
venture in Washington County began with Joseph Gaston's Oregon Central Railroad
in 1867-70. Due to a complex legal, political and financial struggle, Gaston's
initial efforts were subsumed by BenHolladay's Willamette Valley Railroad, a
west side line of his parent company, the Oregon and California Railroad.
Sources consulted:

(Cont'd)
. Washington County Museum Vertical File: Railroads
. Metsker, Chas. F., Washington County Maps, 1928
. Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol. 7, pp. 105-132.
. Recorded by: Glover/0'Brien Date: _ September, 1983
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(If different from above):
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd)

Holladay pushed the WVRR into the Tualatin Valley via present day Raleigh Hill.
on out to Forest Grove by 1871. 1In the process he incidentally created the

town of Cornelius when his line was denied direct right-of-way into

Hillsboro and Forest Grove, thus forcing him to create his own farm-to-

market railhead. Holladay's 0 & C R.R. and its subsidiary lines were

acquired by the Southern Pacific in 1887 due to a significant Southern

Pacific investment in the O & C line and Holladay's mismanagement of same.

The advent of mass produced steam technology opened up the vast timber areas
of the Coast Range just after the turn of the century. There was a major
railroad scrambte for the logging companies business. This new demand for
rail service on the western rim of the Tualatin Valley occasioned the
construction of a line from Forest Grove to Tillabook by the Pacific Railway
and Navigation Co. between 1908-1912. The P.R. & N. Railroad was a company
capitalized in large part by the Southern Pacific and purchased outright by
that railroad in 1915.

It is worthy of note that while the various antecedents of, and including,
the S.P.R.R. were built for freight and passenger service, the S.P. also
ran a electrified commuter service along its route during the first third
of this century (c.1905-1933). Known as the Red Electric, the interurban
trains formed the main link between Tualatin Valley urban centers and
Portland until the advent of cheap automobiles and buses put an end to the
service.




