OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

HIST. NAME: Benson House DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1890-1892
COMMON NAME: ORIGINAL USE: residence
“ ADDRESS: 137 High Street
OWNER: Hank and Fran Dearborn PRESENT USE: residence
137 High Street, Klamath Falls ARCH./BLDR.:
T/R/S: T38sR9% S32 STYLE: Queen Anne
MAP NO.: 38 09 32BD TAX LOT:5100 C?I;D%i. STRUC. DIST. SITE OBJ. (CIRCLE)
ADDITION: Ewauna Heights TME: habitation
BLOCK: 5 LOT: 10 QUAD: Klamath Falls
PLAN TYPE/SHAPE: T-shape NO. OF STORIES: 2
FOUNDATION MATERIAL: stone and concrete BASEMENT(Y2N):
ROOF FORM & MATERIALS:gable, wood shingles; towers flared hexagon
WALL CONSTRUCTION: frame STRUCTURAL FRAME: wood

PRIMARY WINDOW TYPE: 1l-over=-1 double hung
EXTERIOR SURFACING MATERIALS: clapboard
DECORATIVE FEATURES: scalloped shingles in gable, stained glass window, cornice mouldings,

OTHER: turned pillars on porch
CONDITION: X EXCELLENT __ GOOD FAIR __ DETERIORATED __MOVED (DATE)
EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS (DATED): door = reproduction

NOTEWORTHY LANDSCAPE FEATURES: -0-
ASSOCIATED STRUCTURES: -0-

KNOWN ARCHEOLOGICAL FEATURES: -0-

!’ETTING: residential

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Historical and/or architectural importance, dates, events, persons,
contexts). USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NECESSARY:

The house at 137 High Street was built in 1892 for Judge Henry L. Benson, circuit
judge for the First Judicial District of Oregon, including Josephine, Hackson,
Klamath and Lake counties. By the 1920's the house had been broken up into
apartments and remained so until its recent restoration to its original glory

by the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. H. Dearborn.

The house, now in excellent condition, is of an eclectic Queen Anne style, two-
story, T-shape plan with twin hexagonal towers at the front joined by a narrow
gable to form the cross member of the Y. Each tower has a hexagonal shingled
roof, slightly bell cast profile. The stem of the T is the rear of the house,
a simple two-story structure with a gable roof and a one-story, possibly

modern addition. A wide, shallow gable roof covers the front entry between the
towers.

SOURCES: Klamath Falls Directory (Klamath Falls: Smith-Bates, 1930)
Klamath Herald and News,January 5, 1986
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Date of Construction

. Physical description of proparty and statemert of nizcorical sigaificance:

The Judge llemry [.. Benson homz is & unicue Wuesn inne regldence built avout
1890-1892, It is a two slhor: weod frame buildinz with a bosement, we whe owmers oceupy
the house, - It is in oxeeller & condition yet the rehitilitation work is not gorplete,.

The house is located in the -wouna Hoiehts addition Lo what is now Klamath Falls, formerl:
’ y

Linkville, Klamath County Orc-en, This Hwauna Heirhts addition comprises a portion of g

lot 5 section 32, townszhip 30 sonth of range Y east of lWillamebfe base and meridian.

This addition was ploatzed ia Sepcember 1900, 'The house is loested on lob 1 bloeck § at 4

the intersection of Second 3!'resb anc High Street,
south east overlooking downt _wn and J ke Hwauna,

in Klamath Falls.
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Viewing ths house from “he Tronbt, the 1ofhk and it siv=3 cach are tuo story

octagoﬁﬁl towers with octacer al zupnias The - ntryuar in ke renber leads ho a square

.,iving room betwesn these toiers, 'ths rear of the house ic boaieally & rectangular
shape., The basement walls :nd floors are concrete oxcepnt the walls in tha south corner
tower room, they :re of rock ¢rib constraction. The walls ir the rest of the hoq&ﬁ are
of wood frame construetion. An wnuiuzl agpect for this area is that the lath 1s grooved
1 ins x 6 in, ping, sceured rith squoave nails. Due %o years of neglect und mistreatment
the plaster that was left uwas in guch poor condition it had bto be removed. The new 4
roof is of ceder shingles. (he items of intirest on the exscrior starting from the
ground up, begin with; .drop siding 1hat changes to vertical tengue in groove siding
ond goes on to lap siding.  ho munercus tall narrow windows are capped with a simple -
cornice. They are one over mme doubie hung wooden windows. ‘The front porch and stair-
way is skirted oy lattice work, Tha porch r:fters hive a dacorative circular and . -

noteh cut on thedir enda, The soffits are boced with Longue in groove, ilanked by a

decorative moulding. The puble is sided with octagon Lutht shingles. 1% has a new stalned

glass window to replace the old one. 'The eurnolas ara beth completed with witches caps.
The witches caps ~re topped «ith a spire and finial noth ol eo2lid wood., The only mascn-

ary is the two corbeled cavoed flues,

The entry opens into @ square living room which is £)-nked by clipped octagonal
.’*ooms. The room cn the soulhuest cocner is ontered tarough % live panel pocket door,
All three of these rooms heve the orizinal nouldings and nima Foot céilings. Brery
window and every doorway is adorned with syrimetrically moulded frames wiba circular
corner blocks, "he basebonrds are «ll capped with o simole moulding. 7The rooms are |
entirely encircled by a 2 i1, wide picture nomlding thet starts at the aight foot mark,
The original ceiling in the kitchen area is of piné planks., The inside stairways i
which had once been removed during the 1930y remodeling hava been put back in their
original places, he upsiairs tover room on the scutheast, corner is the only room that
bozsts the full octaponal s'ipe, Tha remodating thoo we have done has been successful
in adding to the sonviense o madern living, but, at Lhe sime time nolt detracting from
the original charm. ]
This application zlso :ncindes the out ~uildine Loat sits on the northeast corner
of the lot. It has the ori-inal lap siding and has heer neils roofad with cedar
shingles, The f{ atuce of irteoreast o1 the interior is ihe piiie sheathin~ that is 1 iq.u

thick and has random widkns up te 13 in,
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The Henry Lanmdin Benscn home 15 aligil e for noninaticn .o the Neticnal Register of
.Ii.r—atoric: Flaces for two wa or reag.ns: Tt ia a well nraserved and loczily unique sty’ledl\
home; and it is assopiated with tho life of Judge. nenry i,, Senacn who was a well known
and honored jurist in Lne nbawe of Orepon,
The Benscn Lome is on oxsollent exanple of Quecn Ann avenitecture, Tne octagonal
towers alone naike this houie an oul.standing one, especially with their octagonal cupolas.
A single family dwelling in bthe L9l)t's, 1t was rercdeled into three apartments. It was

ggain remodeled in 1951 to serve the apartasnt housz use. AL present, it is again a

single family duelling, Altorations have done little to cshunge its oririnal outer
appearance., A 600 sq. £, addition pubt on the rear, follous the tvle and character of
the rest of the house very closely.

Judge Henry L. Benscn uhon first elected to the office of Circuit Court Judge,
1lived in Jrants Pags Oregong 1892 to L869¢, he was Digbrict Attormey of Josephine,
Jackson, ilamath and Lake nounsies. In 106 he was elocted  nember of the Legislature
and made Speaker of the Houbs, 18¢%.  In 1798 he wis olecteled Gircuit Court Judge of
the four counbties of the old fiprst NDistrict, Hanne uad an aasociate judre in the same
district, Tha law required than one of the two jud-es shon'd live npzst of the Cascades”
and Judge Hanna nlso liver anl of whe divile, Judce Denssn then took up residence in

. Klamath Falls. e uas re-:l ctod ‘n 150k, and kert this positien until 1915,
Not only was he an aehicv v, noted Tor hiz intesriiy nnd.crbﬁbilmhy in Oregon goverament
but, Henry 2angon had a brother, weank W, enson wan for mely years a leading figure in
public affairs of Oreqon, serving A8 Seerclary of sinte nno Tator beeoning Governors
® Klamath Falls then -- 1o jyenrs 10 -= Wei 4 villinge of 500 or 100 inhabitants. It

has & population of more Lan 6,000 now. Judge DBenson 108 had zn active part in the

growth and develornent of his bomz 4ty Jan. 1, 1914 Q;ntcni;n Feusnaper
nHgonorable H.L. Bedson, of wiamata falls, one of thoe hest lmowm Jurists in the state

and is now justice of the SLuoreme ourt of Oregen®  pub. 115 Pictorial Oregon the

wondarland, :




