Cape Blanco Cliff
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Name i
. (Common) Cape Blanco & Cape Blanco Reef

(Historic) Cape Orford, (Vancouver 1792)
Cabo Diligensias, Heceta

Address

Present Owner U.S. Government

| Address - n/a

~ Original Use Landmark

Date of Construction n/a

hysical description of property and statement of historical significance:

Description: Cape Blanco is 160+ feet above sea level and at a Tongitude 124° 33%' the .
most westerly point in Oregon (Cape Alva in Washington at 1240 43' is the most westerly
point in the continental lower 48-states). The Cape Blanco Reef consists of 9 sea stacks
and numerous rocks off of Cape Blanco.

Significance: The earliest recorded landmark sighted along the Oregon coast was this wind-
swept headland which.appeared in the log of the explorer Ferello in 1543. As the early
Spanish captains stayed a great distance from the rough waters near the shore there is some
question as to the accuracy of the early navigational reconings. Captain George Vancouver
named the cape after an English earl whom he admired (Waldpole, Earl of Orford). Cape
Orford appeared on the Russian charts of 1848. However, Blanco stuck-and the name Orford
was applied to the Orford Heads 5 miles south.. ’

The name Blanco in Spanish means white and probably refers to its chalky appearance from a
distance. 1 ; :

"The Cape Blanco reef has been the site of manyfmaritime disasters. The Cape and the Reef are
the reason for location of the Cape Blanco Light. While extremely picturesque this reef is
equally treacherous for mariners. At the turn of the century sea lions were harvested for
bount%eon and aroynd these rocks. Today the %fforg many choice 1oc€t1ons on back if necessar

--for_tbe__bottom fisb’_apglers_and_comwercial _tishewmen. . _______ LONRIIEE 80 2ECtiiasssains
Recorded by Patrick Masterson ' Date  5/83 °
sources consulted (continue on back if necessary): o
terson & Powers, Century of Coos and Curry; - US Coast Guard Navigational Charts;
Aerial Sheet #8; % Assessor's Map 32-16 300
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Please enclose map. Township 32 S 16 W Section 2
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