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BENTON COUNTY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY II
1984 - 1986

LINEAR RESOURCE RESOURCE #: &2%
PHOTO #: XX 15 - 18 FPROFP. CLASS: NA
ORIGINAL USE: Railroad SIZE: NA

FRESENT USE: Railroad (partially abandoned)
PROFERTY ADDRESS: See Map

TAX LOT: NA

COMMON NAME: Southern Facific Railroad ~ Bailey/ Westside Branches
HISTORIC NAME: Corvallis and Alsea River Railway Company /7 Fortland,
Eugene, and Eastern Railroad.

FRESENT OWNER: Scuthern Facific Transportation Company
OWNER 'S ADDRESS:

ORIGINAL OWNER: Stephen Carver

ARCHITECT:
BUILDER:

.THEME: Commerce and Industry @ Transportation

PERIOD/ DATE: Early 20th Century c. 19208
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNATION/ TYPE: Railroad
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GEOGRAFHICAL LOCATION AND IMMEDIATE SETTING

The Former Corvallis and Alsea River Railway Company 1line once
extended scouth from Corvallis te Menreoe, Alpine, and Glenbrook. A spur,

perhaps built before 1915, also went to Dawson. Today the tracks have
been removed from BRBailey junction to Glenbrock. The bed is still

visible in this area, however.
NOTEWORTHY LANDSCAFE FEATURES

None noted.
HISTORICAL EBACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE

In 1708 Stephen Carver and his Corvallis and Alsea River Railrcad
Company extended railreoad tracks south of Corvallis to Menroe, Alpine,
and Glenbrook. Original plans called for the continued ceonstruction of
the railread to Alsea and then west to Waldport on the Pacific Coast.
In fact, the line to Meonreoe was originally intended as a branch line to

serve Wilhelm's flour mill. However , Carver was not able to secure
adequate funds to continue building and the line was purchased by
Alvadore Welch in 1911. Welch, who renamed the railroad the FPortland,

Eugene, and Eastern Railroad, planned to eventually complete an electric
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.r‘ailroad from Fortland te San Francisco. He began building north from
Eugene to Monroe completing the cennection in 1913. It was at about
thia time that Southern Pacific Railread took over the line. Sometime
before 1915 a line was completed to Dawson.

Stations for this line existed in Monroe and Alpine. Smaller
stations, such as Avery, Dry Creek, Shrock, Alpine Junction, Burnett,
Barclay, Bruce, and Greenherry, often had small roofed buildings with a

bench on these sides. A portion of the Monrcoe station still exists (see
inventory form #420).,
The tracksbetween Eugene and Monroe were torn up in 1938 and tracks

ne longer serve Glenbrook. While the remainder of the line 1is still
used, Scuthern Pacific is currently trying to abandon the entire line
south of Dry Creek. Teday the Hull-Dakes Lumber Company at Dawson is

probably the railreoad’s largest customer on this line.

This railrcad has played a major rele in the economic develcopment
of southeastern Benton County. The railreoad helped develop the timber
industry in this region. Corvallis Lumber Company hauled logs from the
Green Feak area by railrecad to their McCready Brothers Mill in
Corvallis. The railreoad has also provided an outlet for the finished
preducts of the variocus mills which are leocated in Dawson and Glenbrook.
The agricultural products of this region were frequently shipped by
rail. Other industries have also benefited. For instance, a spur once
served the Monroe Brickworks.

SOURCES CONSULTED
.ihwnu "New Railroad over to Coast", Gazette - Times, Corvallis, Oregon,
August 7, 1913.

Barclay, Janice, Historical Overview of the Willamette, Monreoe, and
Bellfountain Frecincts of Benton County, Oregon, Benton County

Histerical Museum, Philomath, Oregen, 1984 - 1986.

Culp, Edwin D., Stations West, Bonanza Books, New York, 1978

Fecorded by: Mary Kathryn Weber Date: March 25, 1986

BENTON COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
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Resource No. 623

Photo No. XX 18 View to west

Near Dawson.

Photo No. XX 16 View to east
Near Alpine.
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