Oregon Historic Site Record

LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME

address: 3110 Portland Rd historic name: 99W Drive-In Theatre
Newberg, Yamhill County current/other names: 99W Twin Cinemas/Drive-In

assoc addresses: block/lot/tax lot:

location descr: twnshp/rng/sect/qtr sect: 3S 2W 16

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS

resource type: site height (stories): 1.0 total elig resources: 6 total inelig resources: 0

elig evaluation: eligible/significant NR Status: Individually Listed

prim constr date: 1953 second date: c.1983 date indiv listed: 07/11/2014

primary orig use: RECR/CULTURE: General orig use comments: Drive-in

second orig use:

primary style: Modern Period: Other prim style comments:

secondary style: sec style comments:

primary siding: Unknown siding comments:

secondary siding:

plan type: architect: J.T. (Ted) Francis

builder:

comments/notes:
IOwner interested in listing 03/15/11 (ck)

GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS

INot associated with any surveys or groupings.

SHPO INFORMATION FOR THIS PROPERTY

NR date listed:  07/11/2014 106 Project(s) Special Assess None
ILS survey date: SHPO Case Date Agency Effect Eval Project(s):
07-0352 10/11/2011 Federal Tax
RL
dat?-: :survey Project(s): None

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

(Includes expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings and alterations)

The 99W Drive-In Theatre is a single-screen drive-in theater with spaces to accommodate 275 to 300 cars (note that an indoor theater with two screens is also located
on the parcel). The theater is a distinct property type of the Modern era which, in this case, displays modest influences of the Googie style. The elements direct the user
to and into the site, setting the tone for the outdoor movie experience. The other buildings and structures are more utilitarian, supporting the functions of the theater.
The theater was built by J.T. (Ted) Francis and opened July 31, 1953. The sign, ticket booth, projection booth, and concession stand are all original to the theater
grounds, which cover approximately 4.5 acres. The drive-in is presently on its third screen. Although the drive-in has remained at the same location since 1953, the
boundaries of the city of Newberg have changed. In 1953 the eastern city limit of Newberg was at Villa Road, leaving the 99W Drive-In Theatre about three-quarters of a
mile outside the city limits. Today the city limit has advanced a half-mile further east, past the drive-in (to where the Newberg Ford and the Providence Hospital are now
located), putting the 99W well within the city limits. The entrance is still on Portland Road but originally the entrance drive was just past the east side of the marquee.
The driveway entrance was moved to the west side of the marquee when a traffic light was installed at the Portland Road/Springbrook Road intersection in the 1960s.
The drive-in exit remains on North Springbrook Road. There are six contributing resources on the site: the drive-in sign, parking area, screen, ticket booth, maintenance
shop, and the projection booth/concessions building/Twin Cinemas. The buildings lie on the northeastern portion of the property while the screen is to the southwest.
The primary parking area is between the screen and the buildings.

HISTORY

(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period - preferably to the present)

The 99W Drive-In Theatre in Newberg, Oregon, which opened July 31, 1953, is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A,
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION, as a drive-in movie theater reflecting family entertainment trends in the post-World War Il era. It also is eligible under Criterion C,
ARCHITECTURE, as a rare, remaining, intact example of a drive-in theater. It is one of three remaining drive-ins in Oregon, and the only one extant in Yamhill County.
This specific drive-in theater strongly represents the drive-in phenomenon from its rise to its decline, which occurred commensurate with the rise of home entertainment
systems. It has been in continual operation from the time it opened, adapting to new entertainment trends over the years. As an important example of mid-century
entertainment and car culture, the 99W Drive-In Theatre is a property that reflects the values of its time and continues to function as originally designed. It retains all the
components of the property type, expressed in a Modern design with modest Googie-style elements, also a product of the times. Criterion A: Entertainment/Recreation
The 99W Drive-In Theatre represents a type of mid-century entertainment that reflects the car culture of the period, consistent with the family-oriented values of the
generations it attracted. The 99W Drive-In Theatre was part of a period of explosive growth in the industry in the post-World War Il era, followed by a decline in the
1970s and 1980s that put many drive-ins - but not the 99W Drive-In Theatre - out of business. The history of this family-owned theater in Newberg, Oregon, is the local
version of a national trend. Through its high integrity of design and function it is able to convey this history. Criterion C: Architecture As one of three extant drive-in
theaters in Oregon, the 99W Drive-In Theatre is a rare remaining example of this property type, as well as being an excellent example of mid-20th century styling that
reflects modest Googie elements within a Modern building complex. It was built by the Francis family. The buildings and structures were designed to draw people into
the drive-in theater and create a unique experience for the audience. Style is not the only significant aspect of the drive-in; function also plays a large role. For example,
the form of the 99W Drive-In Theatre sign is designed to draw the eye towards the 99W, and the use of mounds to raise the front of vehicles for better viewing of the
movie is a functional component of the design. The integrity of the drive-in and its landscape features greatly enhance its significance, making the 99W Drive-In Theatre
an excellent example of drive-in theater.
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