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LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME
address: 89 NE Thompson St historic name: Miller, Elmer and Linnie, House

Portland, Multnomah County current/other names: Miller, Elmer E., House; Elmer E. Miller House
assoc addresses: block/lot/tax lot:
location descr: twnshp/rng/sect/qtr sect: 1N 1E 27 

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
resource type: Building height (stories): 2.5 total elig resources: 1 total inelig resources: 0
elig evaluation: eligible/significant NR Status: Individually Listed
prim constr date: 1896 second date: date indiv listed: 02/28/2020

primary orig use: Single Dwelling orig use comments:
second orig use:
primary style: Queen Anne prim style comments:
secondary style: sec style comments:
primary siding: Horizontal Board siding comments:
secondary siding: Wood:Other/Undefined
plan type: architect: Unknown

builder: Unknown

comments/notes:
HRR submitted 6/27/18. TZ

GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS
Survey/Grouping Included In: Type of Grouping Date Listed Date Compiled
   Historic and Architectural Properties in the Eliot Neighborhood of
Portland, Oregon MPD MPS 08/05/1999 1997

SHPO INFORMATION FOR THIS PROPERTY
NR date listed: 02/28/2020
ILS survey date: 
RLS survey
date: 

106 Project(s): None
Special Assess
Project(s): None

Federal Tax
Project(s): None

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
(Includes expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings and alterations)

The Elmer and Linnie Miller house is a 2 and 1/2 story Queen Anne style residence, located at 89 NE Thompson Street in the Eliot neighborhood of Portland, Oregon.
The 1896 house occupies a footprint of approximately 3,403 square feet (not including basement or attic) on its 7,000 square foot corner lot. The house has a brick
foundation and is wood-framed. It features a steeply pitched hipped roof with multiple dormers and an exuberant corner turret, and occupies a slightly larger lot than
most of its neighbors on the block. The house exhibits the character-defining features of the Queen Anne style including an asymmetrical plan with multiple bays and
extensions; an octagonal turret with steeply pitched roof; tall, gabled dormers at front and sides over protruding polygonal bays; double-hung one-over-one wood
windows; brick chimney with corbeled top; and an elaborately asymmetrical wrap-around porch featuring a circular end around the tower and an angled extension at
the other front corner, with single and paired Doric columns on square bases. Also indicative of the Queen Anne style are a bracketed polygonal bay, paired main
entrance doors with an art glass transom, and the use of drop siding and fishscale shingles at the exterior. At the interior, original features include dark-stained wood
stair paneling and highly decorative spindlework stair railing, pocket and five-panel doors with ornate hardware, coved plaster ceilings, a tile-front fireplace with
decorative wood surround, highly detailed door and window casings and other wood trim and built-in cabinetry. Overall, the house retains a high level of integrity. The
rear of the house (north side) has been extended slightly and expanded from one story to two in several successive steps, the first of which occurred sometime before
1909. No other significant alterations have been made to the exterior of the house, and interior changes have been minimal, and so, despite these few changes, the
Miller house retains its historic integrity.

HISTORY
(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period - preferably to the present)

The Elmer and Linnie Miller House is nominated under the “Historic and Architectural Properties in the Eliot Neighborhood of Portland, Oregon” Multiple Property
Document (MPD). The Elmer and Linnie Miller House meets the general and specific registration requirements of the MPD and is historically significant at the local
level under Criterion C, for its Architecture, as a notable example of a Queen Anne style house constructed before 1900 and exhibiting unique and artistic architectural
features. The house’s builder and/or architect are unknown, but it is clear the house was completed in 1896. Residential buildings constructed before 1900 are becoming
rarer in the Eliot neighborhood, and the Elmer and Linnie Miller House is one of only a handful of similarly large, stately, Queen Anne properties that have high integrity.
The house strongly reflects the adaptability that was afforded through the Queen Anne style’s picturesque asymmetry and the increasing availability of numerous
building components and decorative millwork via building suppliers. The builder’s workmanship and craft to pull together these components, whether or not some of
them were obtained elsewhere, illustrates high artistic values in the house’s form and its assemblage of multiple decorative features.
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