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LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME
address: 531 SE 14th Ave historic name: Washington High School

Portland, Multnomah County (97214) current/other names: Child Service Center Facility; Washington Monroe High
School

assoc addresses: block/lot/tax lot: 282-283 / 1S1E02BA 101
location descr: twnshp/rng/sect/qtr sect: 1S 1E 2 

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
resource type: Building height (stories): 4.0 total elig resources: 1 total inelig resources: 0
elig evaluation: eligible/significant NR Status: Individually Listed
prim constr date: 1923 second date: 1957 date indiv listed: 11/09/2015

primary orig use: School orig use comments:
Secondary: Commerce/Trade: business; restaurantsecond orig use: RECR/CULTURE: General

primary style: Classical Revival: other prim style comments:
secondary style: Beaux Arts sec style comments:
primary siding: Standard Brick siding comments:
secondary siding: Poured Concrete
plan type: School (General) architect: Houghtaling & Dougan Architects

builder: Parker and Banfield

comments/notes:
The main classroom building (370A) and auto shop (370E) are not contributing resources/not eligible. Current functions are Commerce: Business; Restaurant as well as
Recreation & Culture: music facility

GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS
Survey/Grouping Included In: Type of Grouping Date Listed Date Compiled
   Buckman Neighborhood RLS 2010 Survey & Inventory Project 2010
   North Buckman Historic District Potential Historic District 07/10/2013 2013
   Portland Public Schools Historic Building Assessment Survey & Inventory Project 2009

SHPO INFORMATION FOR THIS PROPERTY
NR date listed: 11/09/2015
ILS survey date: 06/09/2009
RLS survey
date: 06/09/2009

Special Assessment
Status Term End Yr
Active 1st  2024

Federal Tax Program
Status Start Compl
Dormant 11/01/2013  

106 Project(s): None

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
(Includes expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings and alterations)

Washington High School is located in Portland, Oregon on the east side of the Willamette River. The site is bounded by SE Stark Street to the north, SE 12th Avenue to
the west, SE Alder Street (vacated) to the south, and SE 14th Avenue to the east. The school building is located at the southwest quadrant of the intersection of SE
Stark Street and SE 14th Avenue in Portland’s Buckman Neighborhood. The blocks to the north, south, and west feature primarily one- and two-story commercial and
apartment buildings, while the east side of SE 14th Avenue is primarily single and multifamily residences. Washington High School is a 104,000 square-foot, four-story,
poured-in-place concrete building that was constructed from 1923 to1924. Designed in the Classical Revival style by the Portland architecture firm of Houghtaling &
Dougan, the building is faced with red brick and speckle-glazed terracotta moldings and details. It features rigorous symmetry and a centralized tripartite portico with
engaged columns on its primary (west) façade. Other decorative details can be found across the building’s exterior including bas relief panels, engaged brick pilasters,
lions heads, caryatid heads, and inspirational quotes. Inside Washington High School, the spaces that originally comprised the classrooms, science laboratories, offices,
and support spaces are located along all four of the building’s window walls. A donut-shaped corridor up to eighteen feet wide acts as the building’s primary
thoroughfare. At the core of the building is an 830-seat auditorium with a balcony. The building ceased functioning as a high school in 1981. While it was used for social
service uses until the 1990s, it was largely vacant until Portland Public Schools sold the property to a private party in October 2013. At that time the building underwent
a substantial rehabilitation and was converted to commercial office and retail use. The flagpole plaza in front of the building, the athletic field, and vacant land/parking
lots to the south of the building were sold to the City of Portland’s Bureau of Parks & Recreation in 2004.

HISTORY
(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period - preferably to the present)

Washington High School is locally significant under Criterion A for its significant role in the development Portland’s inner eastside and the community life of its residents
and their children during the early 20th century. The building and campus are associated with the City of Portland’s changing education system and school-building
techniques and priorities during its period of significance from 1923 to 1957. In particular, this period was marked by the need for expanded school facilities; growing
concerns around health and safety (with a particular focus on fire prevention); and school designs that offered optimal learning environments as espoused by education
experts at the time. The history of Washington High School embodies the struggles of a young West Coast city attempting to establish its public education system within
a rapidly-expanding population base. Its location, siting, campus development, architectural design, and construction reflect the priorities, values, and challenges of its
time. Additionally, this building is located within the boundaries and meets the registration requirements described in the multiple property listing, “Portland Oregon’s
Eastside Historic and Architectural Resources, 1850-1938.”
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