Oregon Historic Site Record

LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME

address: 1638 SE 1st Ave historic name: Andrus, Jerry, House
Albany, Linn County current/other names: The Key Hole House; Hale, A.H., House

assoc addresses: block/lot/tax lot:

location descr: twnshp/rng/sect/qtr sect: 11S3W5

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS

resource type: Building height (stories): 1.5 total elig resources: total inelig resources: 0
elig evaluation: eligible/contributing NR Status: Individually Listed

prim constr date: 1891 second date: date indiv listed: 10/25/2011

primary orig use: Single Dwelling orig use comments:

second orig use:

primary style: Stick prim style comments:

secondary style: Exotic Revival sec style comments:

primary siding: Stucco siding comments:

secondary siding: Wood:Other/Undefined

plan type: Side Passage/Entry architect:

builder: Nicholas Zimmerman

comments/notes:
IPEE rev'd 12/30/09, responded to 1/12/2009 (1J)

GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS
INot associated with any surveys or groupings.

SHPO INFORMATION FOR THIS PROPERTY

NR date listed:  10/25/2011 Special Assessment 106 Project(s): None
ILS survey date: Status Term End Yr Federal Tax None

Closed 1st 2020 Project(s):
5:2 SENVEY, 03/14/1990

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

(Includes expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings and alterations)

The Jerry Andrus House, built in 1893, is a unique example of a wood frame Late-Victorian style residence with brick veneer covered by a stucco finish. It is located in
the city of Albany, Oregon at 1638 1st Avenue East, in Linn County in the Willamette Valley. The north-facing building was constructed as a single-family residence on
the northeast corner of 1st Avenue East and Denver, on two large lots in Hackleman’s 4th Addition, Block 5; lots 3 and 4. The building is one-and-one-half stories tall,
with eleven rooms encompassing 2,165 square feet of interior space. The house’s most notable design features are the two keyhole/Moorish windows on the north and
east facades of the building. It bears a strong resemblance to George F. Barber’s Design No. 44 from The Cottage Souvenir No. 2. (1890) which featured a
keyhole/Moorish style window on a brick residence with Eastlake features. In addition to the Moorish windows, the building features many characteristics of the Late
Victorian Eastlake/Stick style of architecture popular between 1885-1895 in the Willamette Valley including: steeply pitched, multiple gable roof in combination with
hipped roof, veranda, turned posts with diagonal braces, asymmetrical composition with vertical emphasis, one-over-one double-hung windows, and decorative Eastlake
elements such as rows of spool and spindle work and knobs, turned columns, circular perforations and cutouts, sunbursts and curved brackets (Clark, 1983). The
interior floor plan includes 2,165 square feet of space with 11 rooms, eight closets, a foyer and, a staircase. The first floor includes the building’s public rooms and
features a side-passage plan with a staircase located upon entry through the front foyer on the east side of the house. The second floor has three bedrooms, two
bathrooms, and a hallway that are reached from the foyer by a dog-leg stair. The house is one of four buildings on the property and the only contributing building. The
non-contributing buildings include a small concrete-block work room/shop, a carport, and storage shed, all located at the back of the property, south of the house.

HISTORY

(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period - preferably to the present)

A.H. Hale lived in this house between 1893-1903 with his wife Sarah and two children, Bert and Tessa, while he was the publisher and owner of "The Peoples Press" in
Albany. The socialist newspaper's publication coincides with the popularity of the Populist movement in Oregon which gave birth to the "Oregon System" on initiative
and referendum bills in 1902 and direct primary in 1904. The Andrus House, located at 1638 1st Avenue East, in Albany, in Linn County, Oregon is eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places for its local significance under Criterion C, architecture, as an excellent example of the Late-Victorian style popularized in the
late-nineteenth century by pattern books. In addition to the contributing Andrus House, there are three non-contributing out-buildings on the nominated parcel, including
a concrete block work room/shop, a carport, and storage shed. The period of significance is the date of its construction. The significance of the 1893 Andrus House lies
in its architecturally interesting use of Eastlake and Moorish design elements and its unusual stucco-covered brick wall treatment, which is representative of designs
popularized during this time in period pattern books. Acknowledging the building’s locally unique attributes and its connection to national architectural trends, the building
was identified by the City of Albany as a landmark in 1989. The Andrus House has many characteristics of the architecture popular between 1885 -1895 in the
Willamette Valley, including steeply pitched, multiple-gable roof in combination with hipped roof, veranda, turned posts with diagonal braces, asymmetrical composition
with vertical emphasis, one-over-one double-hung windows, and decorative Eastlake elements such as rows of spool-and-spindle work and knobs, turned columns,
circular perforations and cutouts, sunbursts and curved brackets . The house’s most notable design elements are the two keyhole/Moorish windows on the north and
east facades of the building. It bears a strong resemblance to George F. Barber’s Design No. 44 from The Cottage Souvenir No. 2. (1890), which featured a
keyhole/Moorish style window on a brick residence with Eastlake features, making it an excellent representative of the kind of residence that was influenced by the
popular pattern-and-design books available to local builders at the end of the nineteenth century in small towns across America.
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