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LOCATION AND PROPERTY NAME
address: 1700 Merlin Rd historic name: Reed-Cobb-Bowser House

Merlin, Josephine County current/other names: Country Club Orchard Clubhouse, Cobb, Everett, House
assoc addresses: block/lot/tax lot: / 1400
location descr: twnshp/rng/sect/qtr sect: 35S 6W 22 

PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
resource type: Building height (stories): 2.5 total elig resources: 2 total inelig resources: 4
elig evaluation: eligible/significant NR Status: Individually Listed
prim constr date: c.1910 second date: date indiv listed: 10/30/2017

primary orig use: Single Dwelling orig use comments:
second orig use: RECR/CULTURE: General
primary style: Late 19th/20th Period Revivals: Other prim style comments:
secondary style: Craftsman sec style comments:
primary siding: Shingle siding comments:
secondary siding: Stone:Other/Undefined
plan type: Bungalow architect: Unknown

builder: Unknown

comments/notes:

GROUPINGS / ASSOCIATIONS
Not associated with any surveys or groupings.

SHPO INFORMATION FOR THIS PROPERTY
NR date listed: 10/30/2017
ILS survey date: 
RLS survey
date: 

Special Assessment
Status Term End Yr
PR Review 1st  2028

106 Project(s): None
Federal Tax
Project(s): None

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
(Includes expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings and alterations)

The Reed-Cobb-Bowser House and Barn are located east of the unincorporated community of Merlin, in Josephine County, Oregon. The property occupies a generally
flat 3.5-acre parcel between Merlin Road on the southwest and Louse Creek on the northeast. The property is identified as Tax Lot 1400, in the NW ¼ of the SW ¼ of
Section 22, Township 35S, Range 6 West. Occupying land at the NW corner of Merlin Road and Orchard Lane, a non-dedicated right-of-way, the two-and one-half story
Craftsman-style dwelling, significant under both Criterion A and C, is deeply setback from the roadway. The large gambrel-roof barn with extended wings, built later but
considered significant under Criterion C, is located to the east, along Louse Creek. Four small non-historic outbuildings are scattered to the rear and along the SE
property line.

HISTORY
(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period - preferably to the present)

The Reed-Cobb House was constructed in 1910-1911 as the headquarters, or “Clubhouse” of a major residential-agricultural development, the Country Club Orchard,
that was promoted by a group of wealthy out-of-area investors in Merlin, Oregon. The house served as the office and reception center for that project until 1915, when it
was transformed into a family home after Grace Reed Cobb and her husband, Everett, took over management of the orchards. The Reed-Cobb House is locally
significant under Criterion A, for its association with the Country Club Orchard and the development of the Merlin area, and under Criterion C, as one of the
best-identified examples of Craftsman residential architecture in northern Josephine County and a significant example of barn architecture, being the c1936
Gambrel-roofed horse barn built by second owners, Clementine Lewis and H. E. Bowser. The period of significance is established at 1910-1946 under criterion A and C,
marking the construction during the original Reed-Cobb ownership and the subsequent ownership responsible for construction of the Gambrel-roofed horse barn.
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