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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Mack Canyon site is comprised of a series of pit houses dating back
more than 6,000 years. The site was occupied by people closely associated
with the Columbia River cultures. Archeological excavations have been
carried out at the site, however, none of the houses were comp letely
excavated, so it is not possible to indicate how the houses were made or
used. "

Today, the houses are merely shallow, round depressions in the ground
which are overgrown with sagebrush and grass. Attempts at visually
reconstructing the site are difficult. The site has been enclosed with
a protective fence and an informational sign installed to briefly relate
the history of the area. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This site is quite extensive In size measuring 160 meters by 40 meters.

I't was undisturbed until 1965 when the University of Oregon conducted
archeological excavations in the site. The test pits, along with the other
excavations, showed that at least four and possibly five geological strata
occur in the site and that occupation of the site began after 5000 B.C.
Exactly how soon after 5000 B.C. is still +o be determined.

Tentative conclusions arrived at by the excavations are that the Mack
Canyon site was a winter village for different Columbia River tribes.
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7. Description ‘iv

i
s on the right side of the Deschutes River,

in

Sherman County, Oregon. The site is characterized by 'a number of circular
depressions which vary in size from 1.3 to 1} meters in diameter.  The
round depressions are on a terrace, approximately 1500 meters long, 75
meters wide, and from 7 to 12 meters above the water level of the river,
An abandoned railroad bed runs along one edge of the site. The occupa-
tional area may extend under the fill for the railroad bed.

The Mack Canyon Site (35SH23)

Tmmediately above the site, a weathered talus slope extends nearly to the
canyon rim, 1800 to 2400 feet above, The adjacent parts of the Deschutes
River Canyon have nearly vertical walls.

Sagebrush, interspersed by an occailsional juniper, is the most prominant
vegetation in the area, Willows grow along the river., Grass and weeds
occur sparsely throughout the area.

Aboriginally, the area was occupied by the Molalla until about A.D. 1750,
From A.D. 18L0-50, the site was within the tribal boundaries of the Tenino.
Both of these tribes are Sahaptin speakers whose main subsistence base was
fishing.Prehistorically, the site was occupied by Plateau and Riverine
hunter-gatherers. :

The site was excavated by the University of Oregon during the summers of
1965 to 1968 for the Bureau of Land Management.

8. Significance

The site was occupied from after 5000 B:C. until the early A.D. 1800!s,

The early date estimate comes from the finding of volcanic ash, perhaps

related to the eruption of Mt, Mazama about 7,000 years ago, at the bottom
of the earliest cultural strata., The late occupation date has been evi-
denced by the presence of white .manufactured goods in the site.

Mountain sheep and river mussels were the primary resource used by the
Mack Canyon Site'!s occupants. To a lesser extent, coyotes were also eaten,
The lack of fish and rabbit remains at the site, normally abundant in the
Sahaptin area sites, suggests that the site was occupied at a time of year,
such as winter, when fish and rabbit were not readily available.,

The extensiveness of the site, and its relatively great time depth make the
Mack Canyon Site (35SH23) important scientifically, and eligible for nomi-
nation to the National Register.
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View of the Mack Canyon archeological site.




Portions of this file have been redacted to
meet Oregon State law (ORS 192.501(11)).

More information may be available upon request.
Contact the Oregon State Archaeologist for details.




