STATE OF OREGON INVENTORY
OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
State Historic Preservation Office

. : Oregon State Parks, Salem, OR 97310
County Baker N a0l o y
Theme Ge
Name
(Common) Amelia, Oregon
(Historic) " "

Place Photo Here
Address

Present Owner BLM

Address Baker, Oregon

Original Use_ Mining

Date of Construction ca.l1878

’ysiéa] description of property and statement of historical significance:

Amelia townsite is located in the north end of Malheur County about
200 yards south of the dirt road between Mormon Gulch and Malheur City
in ah: area of grass, sagebrush and poplars. Property location is SE1/4
NW1/4 SW1/4 T.13S, B.4ZB, ,8ec 3T,

First settled about 1878 by miners leaving nearby Auburn as its
placer workings petered out, what was to become Amelia soon had a pop-
ulation of over 1000 white and Chinese miner, laborers, gamblers, store-
keepers and assorted citizens who would set up hotels, stores; saloons
and other enterprises to meet the needs of this new, booming mining
community.

Among the settlers was a Reverend Koontz, a strict and earnest
minister, whose daughter Amelia would elope with a young miner against
her father's stern objections. This romantic adventure provides one
version of how the town came to be named. Local citizens were so in-
spired by the elopement in the face of a formidable obstacle and since
the town needed a name anyway chose to call it Amelia.

A second origin of the town's name is said to have been an attempt
to perpetuate the name of Brigham Young's favorite wife, Amelia.
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‘ Oregon Archaeological Survey 0-BK-ML-1
University of Oregon, Museum of Natural History
i RO e S ORI Colntyi = T A L et Cutural Area ...Columbia. Plateau. ..
Type of Site __Historle town site ~ Amelia, Oregon .. .. . .. G e i
Property Location SEZNW%SW% Sec. 31 T. 13S., R. 42F. Bridgeport Quad.. 15% topa. .. ...

Site Description ,._Ih_e.l_:e.__.a.r_e._,§_e.YeIa_l____S_.t.O_I_l.e,_f.cmn.dﬁ.tions,,.AQne___sI:_one._high...w_ith_.one..pit _____
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Present condition ....Disturbed by looting. Potholes are. found in. some. of the house.
foundations"

Material collected or observed ........_B.Ile_n__gl_a_s,s_,___purple__an_d,.thick..gr.een..noticed‘

Owner and address ...._BLM. Baker QOregon._ . ... Attitude toward excavation ...
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